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COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES, 


DURING the first eighteen hundred years from the creation, but 
ene language was used among mankind. The question is curious 
and interesting, yet difficult of solution: “ What was the original 
tongue ?”” Psammitichus, an Egyptian sovereign, contrived an ingeni- 
ous but ineffectual way of determining this inquiry. Supposing that 
if children were trained up together without hearing the language of 
others, they would express themselves in the manner of the primitive 
inhabitants of the world, he selected two for the experiment. They 
were brought up in a cottage ; and their protectors were forbidden to 
utter a word in their presence, At the expiration of two years, it was 
observed that their frequent cry was dec, dec. When the monarch 
found that this word, in the Phrygian language, signified bread, he 
not only acknowledged the Phrygians a more ancient people than the 
Egyptians, but supposed them the first of nations. Unfortunately far 
this decision, it was afterwards found that the infantile cry was mere- 
ly a sportive imitation of the bleating of the goats by whose milk 
they were daily fed. 

Several weighty considerations present themselves, which, it has 
been thought, determine the question in favour of the Hebrew. Intg 


the Hebrew alphabet, the erigin of all alphabets may be resolved. 
Vor, IL—N°, XV, 2B 
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All the names of places and persons before the confusion of tongues, 
are confessedly Hebrew. Inthis language, the books of the Old Tes. 
tament are written; and it appears probable that the tongue in Which 
God addressed the nations of Israel, was the same with that by which 
he conversed with Adam in Eden. The manner in which the Hebrey 
language was conveyed to the times of Abraham, is easily conceived, 
Adam lived to the tenth century ; Lamech, the father of Noah, was 
born fifty years before the death of Adam ; and Abraham in his youth 
was cotemporary with Noah. 

The immediate occasion which induced the multiplication of lap. 
guages, was the building of a city andatower. The people “said one 
to another, go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And 
they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they 
said, go to, let us build a city and a tower whose top may reach unto 
heaven, and let us make usa name, lest we be scattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth.”* Some suppose this expedient was re. 
sorted to, from the dread of a second deluge. The conjecture is ex. 
tremely improbable. God had given the assurance that the earth, by 
water, should be overflowed no more. Had such been the object, it 
would have been more rational to have begun to build on the summit 
of a lofty mountain, than to have chosen a spacious plain. Besides, 
in case of the recurrence of a flood, the top of a tower could have af. 
forded security only to a few individuals. The hopes, by such means 
excited, must have been too forlorn to have aroused the public mind 
to united effort. The true motives are to be traced to pride and 
policy. 

Men are ambitious to “receive honour one of another.” They 
“seek not the honour that cometh from God only.”’+ It becomes 
man to endeavour to resemble God, not in height, but in holiness. 
Goodness precedes greatness. This the heathen themselves acknow- 
ledged, by frequently calling their chief divinity Optimus Maximus: 
first the best and then the greatest. But these projectors, regardless 
of the glory of their supreme Preserver, were determined to obtain 
for themselves a name, that might remain conspicuous in the annals 
of the world. It is, however, remarkable, that with the exception of 
Nimrod, the memory of a single builder is not in any history pre- 
served. Philo-Judzus says, “ every man wrote his name ona brick.” 
A number of Babylonian bricks have been lately received from Bag- 
dat, by the English East India company; and a gentleman is now en- 
gaged in deciphering their inscriptions. Some contend that the word 


* Genesis xi. 3, 4, ~ John v, 44. 
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ig the original text, rendered a name, would be better translated a 
sign. They infer that the tower was intended as a beacon, by the 
sight of which, or of signals from its summit, the shepherds might 
avoid straying into unpeopled regions. Josephus offers another rea- 
son for the construction of the city and tower. God had directed 
them to disperse through the earth, and replenish it ; but they resolv- 
ed to restrict themselves to the plains of Shinar. The result proved, 
that, if such were their wish, the means they employed to prevent 
their dispersion served but to produce it. The more probable opinion 
is that, as the aim of Nimrod was universal empire, he succeeded in 
inducing the people to erect a city as a uniting centre, and a bold tower 


| for its defence. 


An Eastern tradition states, that three years were employed in form- 
ing the bricks ; each of which is described as having been thirteen cu- 
bits long, ten broad, and five thick. The slime or bitumen was a pitchy, 
inlammable, glutinous liquid, which, in different parts of the country, 
oozed from the ground. Mixed with bricks and small stones, it be- 
comes as hard as iron. This bituminous cement was used in the build- 
ing of Babylon. It is by the Persians and Arabs, to the present day, 
highly valued. The tower of Babel, it is probable, was the same 
which was seen in the midst of the temple of Belus; respecting 
which, Herodotus has the following passage: “In the midst of the 
temple stands a solid tower, of a furlong in height, and as much in 
breadth. Upon this tower, another tower is erected; and another 
again upon that; and so on to the number of eight towers.” If this 
author mean, that each tower was a furlong, the edifice must have been 
amile in height. It is more probable, he is to be understood as men- 
tioning a furlong, or six hundred and sixty feet, to be the elevation of 
the whole building. Its summit, if so, was one hundred and seventy- 
nine feet higher than the largest Egyptian pyramid. 

Displeased with the impious design, to arrest its progress and de- 
feat its execution, God said, “ Go to, let us go down, and there con- 
found their language, that they may not understand one another’s 
speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad, trom thence, upon the 
face of all the earth, and they left off to build the city. Therefore is 
the name of it called Babel, or confusion, because the Lord did th. re 
confound the language of all the earth.’’** Some have thought, be- 
cause they could not “ understand,” that each grossly misunderstood 
his fellow artificer. 


“ Bring me, cries one, a trowel, quickly; quick, 
Gne brings him up a hammer: hew this brick, 


* Genesis xi. 7. 9. 
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Another bids ; and then they cleave a tree; 
Make fast this rope ; and then they let it free; 
One calls for plank, another mortar lacks, 
They bring the first a stone, the last an axe.” 


But this supposition is unnecessary. Their words were unintellj. 
gible, owing to the introduction of new languages. 

Mr. Shuckford, in his Connexion of Sacred and Profane History, 
expresses his opinion that the confusion was produced by the attempts 
of the Babel builders, to project something new in orthography, a 
weil asin architecture. He supposes the obscurity of their language 
to have arisen from the multiplying of syllables by final endings, and 
observes, that the Chaldean words are often found to differ from the 
Hebrew, only by some additional termination. But surely it is not 
probable that such a change could have produced the confusion in 
question. Each must have been able to explain his meaning, by al. 
luding to the primitive forms. An innovation, like this, could not 
have impeded the progress of the building. It would, moreover, 
have been the mere effort of men; but the confounding of the lan 
guage is ascribed to God alone. ‘ When we consider, (says Dr. 
Blair,) that curious analogy which prevails in the construction of al- 
most all languages; and that deep and subtile logic on which they 
are founded, difficulties increase so much upon us, on all hands, that 
there seems no small reason for referring the first origin of all 
language to Divine teaching or inspiration.” Now this analogy is dis 
cernible in every language: the history of the world supplies no ex- 
ample of man as conceiving and establishing any. It is the confusion 
of Babel alone, considered in the light of a miracle, that can give an 
easy and satisfactory reason for the diversity of speech prevalent on 
the earth. The gift of tongues, on the descent of the Holy Ghost at 
the feast of Pentecost, diffuses light over this part of Old Testament 
history. On a sudden the apostles exhibit such qualifications, as that 
“devout men out of every nation under heaven,”’ were compelled to 
cry out, “‘ we do hear them speak, in our tongues, the wonderful works 
of God.’* Notwithstanding, in the occurrences themselves, the mir- 
acles at Babel and at Pentecost resemble each other, there are cir- 
cumstances of difference which deserve to be remembered. At Ba- 
bel, excepting perhaps in the family of Eber, the language, in use, 
was lost; at Pentecost it was retained. At Babel it is probable each 
individual could speak only in one tongue; the apostles of Christ 
could speak in many. The former came in judgement ; the latter jn 


* Actsii, 5. 1K 
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mercy. That was a permanent evil, this a transient blessing. The 
miracle at Babel scattered mankind; the tendency of the miracle 
at Pentecost wasto collect and unite; that believers in Christ 
Jesus, “ with one mind and with one mouth,” might glorify God. 
The reflecting mind will from this story perceive the folly of ambi- 
tion, and the forbearance of Jehovah, who graciously preserved whom 
he might justly have destroyed. Hence too may be learned the ease 
with which God can defeat impious designs; and the wisdom of 
seeking, in him, a Father and Friend. 


PD > Qi 


PLAIN AND FAMILIAR THOUGHTS ON THE COMPOSITION 
OF A SERMON. 


THE form or manner in which a sermon is composed and delivered, 
is of some importance, inasmuch as it influences the attention, and 
renders the matter delivered more or less easy to be comprehended 
and retained. x 

In general, I do not think a minister of Jesus Christ should aim at 
fine composition for the pulpit. We ought to use sound speech and 
good sense ; but if we aspire after great eloquence of expression, or 
become very exact after the formation of our periods, though we may 
amuse and please a few of our hearers, we shall not profit the souls of 
the many; consequently, shall not answer the great end of our ministry. 

literate hearers may be very poor judges of preaching, yet the 
effect which is produced on them by it, 4s the best criterion of real 
excellence. 

TOPICAL COMPOSITION. 


A considerable part of the ministerial gift consists in fruitfulness of 
invention: but that which greatly aids in the composition and delivery 
of a sermon, is spirituality of mind; without this we shall get no 
good ourselves, and be likely to do but little good to others. The 
first thing, therefore, before we sit down to study, should be to draw 
near to God in prayer: “ spiritual things are spiritually discerned.” 

When a passage of scripture is fixed on as the ground of discourse, 
it is necessary to read it in connexion with the context, and endeavour, 
by your own judgement, to gain a clear idea of its genuine meaning. 
Having formed your own judgement of it, consult expositors, who 
may throw some light on the subject, or give a different sense to it; 
and, if the sense they give it have evidence in its favour, you must re- 
ject your own. Be satisfied, at all events, that you have the mind of 
the Spirit before you proceed. 
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In the next place, having determined on the meaning of the text, ex. 
aamine the force of each word or term of importance init. This may be 
done by observing the use of the same term in other places of sacred 
scripture by the help of a Concordance; but here a good judgement 
is required to select, out of many passages, a few for the illustration of 
your subject. Some concordance preachers have their discourses 
made up of a mere collection of similar sounds. The force of words 
or terms may be examined to great advantage by a judicious use of 
the context. . 

Place all the important terms of your text, one at a time, in contrast 
with other things, or examine what ideas they stand opposed to; 
for example, lect your text be Ps. cxlv. 16. “ Thou openest thine hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.” Begin with the 
term ofienest thy hand. What an idea does this convey of the good. 
ness of the eternal Father to his creation! How opposite to the 
eonduct of many creatures one to another, whose hands are shut! 
What an idea does it give of the ease with which the wants of a 
whole creation are supplied! Let me pause a moment, and think of 
their wants. What a quantity of vegetable and animal food is daily 
consumed in one town! What a quantity ina large city, such as 
London! What a quantity in a nation—in the whole world! But 
men do not compose an hundredth part of every living thing. 0 
what innumerable wants through all animated nature, in the earth, 
in the air, in the waters! Whence comes their supply  “ Thou open- 
est thine hand,” and all are satisfied. And can ail these wants be sup- 
plied by only the opening of his hand! 

What then must sin be, and salvation from it? That is a work of 
wonderful expense. God openeth his hand, and satisfieth all creation; 
but he must purchase the church with his own blood ! 

God is all-sufficient, as to power, in the one case as well as in the 
other; but there are things relative to his moral conduct which he 
cannot do. He cannot deny himself. Here is the great difficulty of 
salvation. 

In what a variety of ways are our wants supplied. The earth is 
fruitful, the air is full of life, the clouds empty themselves on the 
earth, the sun pours forth his genial rays; but the operation of all 
these second causes are only the opening of his hand! Nay, farther, 
look we to instruments as means; parents feed us in childhood, and 
supply our youthful wants; ways are opened for our future sustenance}; 
connexions are formed which prove sources of comfort; friends are 
kind in seasons of extremity; supplies are presented from quarters 
that we never expected. What are all these but the opening of his 
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hand t.Jf his hand were shut, what a world would this be! The hea. 
yens brass, the earth iron,—famine, pestilence and death must follow. 
Psalm civ. 27. 29. 

Next take up the pronoun “thou.” Infer from this, if thow openest. 
thy hand, should I shut mine against my poor brother? This import- 
ant sentiment will properly occupy the place of improvement towards 
the close of the discourse. Consider next the term “ hand.” There 
isa difference between the hand and the heart. God opens his 
hand in the way of providence towards his worst enemies. He gave 
Nebuchadnezzar all the kingdoms of the earth. Jer. xxvii. 6. But 
he opens his heart in the gospel of his Son. This is the best portion of 
the two. While we are thoughtful for the one, let u$ not rest satisfied 
with it. Itis merely a hand portion. Rather let us pray with Jabez 
to be b/essed indeed ; and that we might have a Joseph’s portion,—not 
only the precious things of the earth, and the fulness thereof; but 
the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush, 

Proceed: ‘thou satisfiest the desire,” &c. God does not give grudg- 
ingly. It seems to be a characteristic of the Divine nature, both ip 
the natural and moral world, to raise desires, not with a view to dis- 
appoint, but to satisfy them. O what a consoling thought is this! If 
there be any desires in us which are not satisfied, it is through their 
being self-created ones, which is our own fault; or through artificial 
scarcity, arising from men’s luxury, which is the fault of our species, 
God raises no desires as our Creator, but he gives enough to satisfy 
them ; and none as our Redeemer and Sanctifier, but what shall be 
amply satisfied. Oh ! the wonderful mercies of God! How great is 
his goodness! and how great is his bounty ! 

Now, having examined the force of every term of importance, by 
contrasting it with the opposite ideas, you will find yourself in posses- 
sion of a number of instructive thoughts, which you may consider as. 
so many recruits; and having noted them down as they occurred, your 
next business is to arrange them in order, so as to give each thought 
that place in your discourse which it will occupy to the greatest ad- 
vantage. 


ARRANGEMENT. 


Many sermons are a mass of ideas. They contain very good senti- 
ments, but they have no object in view; so that the hearer is contin- 
ually answering the preacher, Very true, very true, but what then! 
What is it you are aiming at, and what is this to the purpose! A 
preacher, then, if he would interest a judicious hearer, must have an 
object at which he aims, and must never lese sight of it threughowt 
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the discourse. This is what writers on this subject call unity of de 
sign, and this is a matter of far greater importance than the studying 
of well-turned periods, or forming pretty expressions; it is that which 
nails the attention of the audience. One thing at a time, isa maxim 
of common life by which the greatest men have made their proficien. 
cy. Shun therefore a multiplicity of divisions and subdivisions. He 
who aims to say every thing in a single discourse, in effect says nothing, 
Avoid making a head, ora particular, of every thought; unity of de. 
sign may be preserved consistently with various methods of divisions, 
but the thing itself is indispensable to good preaching. The following 
reasons have induced me to form this opinion. 1. The human mind jg 
so formed as to delight in unity; to divide the attention is to weaken it, 
President Edwards’ sermons, though in some respects not proper for 
imitation, yet in this are worthy of notice ; they all hold up some lead. 
ing truth, and that truth is the spirit of his text, and serves for the 
title ofhis sermon. Look over the table of contents to his thirty-three 
sermons, and you will find the title of each sermon throwing an 
amazing light onthe text. The sentiments expressed in the title he 
calls the doctrine of the text, and all he says is to i//ustrate, establish, 
or improve it. It might be of importance if, in the composition of 


sermons, we were to oblige ourselves to give titles to them. 


Many of what are called sermons would be found to require three 
or four titles to answer to their contents, and which at once proves 
that, properly speaking, they are not sermons. It has been said, and 
think justly, that evidence should constitute the body or substance of 
every doctrinal discourse. Evidence may be drawn from various 
sources, as scripture testimony, example, the reason.of things, &e. 
But evidence always implies a leading truth to be proved. Where this 
is not the case, the preacher gives himself no opportunity of advancing 
evidence ; consequently, his sermon, if it may be so called, would be 
without a body, without substance, and will contain nothing that will 
leave any strong impression ona thinking mind. In opening a batte- 
ry against a wall, you would not throw your balls at random, first at one 
place and then at another, but direct your whole energies to one spot. 
In the one case your labour would be thrown away, in the other you 
are likely to make an effectual impression. 2. It greatly assists the 
memory, both of the speaker and hearers. Memory is assisted by the 
relation of one thing to another. Were you to attempt to remember 
seven different things which have no manner of relation to each other, 
water, fire, wisdom, fruit, contentmeng, souls, and revenues; you 
would find it almost impossible: ut take seven objects, which, though 
different in nature, possess some point of unity which associates 
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them in the mind, and the work is easy; thus, swn,' moon, stars, earth, 
air, fire and water, are readily remembered, being so many principal 
parts of the one creation. Lastly, 1 cannot satisfy my conscience un- 
jess [have some interesting truth to communicate, or some import- 
ant duty to enforce. When I have been thinking of the Lord’s days, 
the questions have occurred to my mind, What message have I to de- 
liver to the people of my charge ? what important doctrine to estab- 
lish ? what sin to oppose ? what duty to inculcate ? what case to meet? 
what acknowledged truth toimprove? The method frequently used, 
seems to afford no answer to these questions, but is rather saying, 
« None at ail; I haveatext, on the different parts of which I may say 
something that may fill up the time.” 

In preserving unity of design, some attention to the introduction, 
as well as to the division, is necessary. Divisions are either topica/, 
textual, or compound. ‘The first, or topical method, is to collect all 
your remarks ona text, and reduce them to a point, like so many 
rays of light ina focus. In other words, ask yourself what important 
truth it is that the text contains, and what do I feel impressed on my 
mind, and wish to impress on the congregation? and make this the 
topic. After going over the passage before mentioned, as above, you 
could be at no loss to determine that the leading sentiment would be 
the bounty of Providence. This is what old divines called the doc- 
trine of the text ; and, when they printed their discourses, this was the 
title of them. 

But, you may ask, what am I to do with this doctrine when I have 
found it? Am I to make no divisions or subdivisions ? Of what is my 
discourse to be composed ? Yes; there must be divisions, and perhaps 
subdivisions: but let them not be so many distinct subjects which have 
no relation to each other, but so many parts of a whole. 

When I have asubject before me, I sometimes ask myself three 
questions. What is it? On what evidence does it rest? And what 
does it concern me or any of the people if it be true ? 

The division of many subjects, therefore, will be, 1. Explain the 
doctrine, 2. Establish it. 3. Improve it. 

Let us try the above subject on this plan, and see whether we can- 
not find a‘place under one or other of these heads for all the forego- 
ing thoughts, which turned up spontaneously on looking over the 


terms, and perhaps others not less interesting may eccur. 
GAIUS. 
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Why then should I bear the labour and fatigue of ploughing and 
planting ?—* O,” say you, “it would be presumption to expect the 
end without the means.” We grant it would; and it is no less pre. 
sumptuous in the one, than inthe other. God at one time command. 
ed the ravens to feed his prophet, and at another an angel to adminis. 
ter to his necessities; but this is not his ordinary method. He can 
convert a sinner without the reading of the scriptures, and comfort 
his soul without the hearing of a sermon; still it is no less our duty 
to impart the means which God usually employs, than to give a mor. 
sel of bread to satisfy the hungry, or a garment to clothe the naked, 

04j.—This society is auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, and that Board, we have understood, gives its missionaries 
large salaries, so that we suspect there is some speculation carried on 
in this business. 

Ans.—We are happy to say that every objection to the procecdings 
of the Board, has been based upon supposition, when the supposed 
facts never existed. In some instances, where the missionaries have 
laboured among the destitute of our own country, they have received 
a particular sum, which was supposed by their patrons to be merely 
sufficient for their support, until they could support themselves other. 
wisc ; and as soon as circumstances, in the field of their labours, af- 
forded them the means of subsistence, they declined accepting any 
thing from the Board ; as in the case of Mr. Ranaldson, who laboured 
ijn the city and vicinity of New Orleans, who received from the Board 
five hundred dollars for his assistance, and at the close of the first 
year, not only declined accepting any thing more of the Board, but 
returned the money he had already received. His example has been 
followed, as far as circumstances would permit, by Mr. Eastman, in 
the same region; and such is the relation between the Board and 
those of its missionaries who are stationed among the Burmans, and 
the Indians, that the missionaries expect no salary at all, but merely 
a subsistence. If food and raiment be not too much, their demands 
are not extravagant. Never, while they live, do they exect for per- 
sonal service, to lay by a cent for themselves, or for their children. 
The receipts and expenditures are laid before the public annually, 
and nothing is kept under cover. But how shall we persuade men to 
inquire for themselves, and not depend solely on hearsay? Even the 
expenditures of the Board have been misunderstood, though fairly 
stated in the “ Annual Reforts.’’ 

It is rumoured that the Board has separated itself from, and usurp- 
ed an authority over the churches, and thus “ rebelled against the 
government of heaven,” when the fact is, that every member of the 
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Board, who is allowed a vote on its proceedings, is a member in good 
standing, of an orderly Baptist church, nor has the Board ever claim- 
ed the least authority over a church, or over an individual member of 
achurch. It is merely an association of persons who have agreed to 
ynite their efforts for civilizing and christianizing the heathen. 

Query.—What do they mean by establishing a Theological Semi- 
nary in Philadelphia ? 

Ans.—Read what they have published to the world on the subject, 
and you cannot mistake their meaning, nor question the propriety of 
their proceedings. But if you have not the “ Latter Day Luminary”’ 
at hand, allow us to say, that not a cent, contributed for missionary 
purposes, is applied to the use of the Theological Institution. It is 
supported by contributions made specially for that purpose ; and ac- 
cording to the proposed plan of the institution, it “is to be open fo: 
the admission of those persons only who give evidence of their pos. 
sessing genuine piety, with suitable gifts and attainments, and of their 
being influenced by proper motives in wishing to pursue theological 
studies, and who, moreover, present certificates from the churches of 
which they are members, approving of their devoting themselves to 
the work of the ministry.”” Could any thing be more satisfactory ? 
Passing over many, very many things, that might be urged in favour 
ofthe measure of establishing a Theological Institution for the im- 
provement of young men of the character above-mentioned, we shall 
note only the following. A liberal] education is an indispensable quali- 
fication of a missionary to Burmah, or to any other place where the 
scriptures must be translated into the language of the natives. 

Query.—Are there not many poor and destitute among ourselves, 
who claim our first regard ? 

Ans.—W here the laws of our country do not amply and satisfac- 
torily provide for the poor, for widows, orphans, &c. it is undoubt- 
edly our duty to extend to them the hand of charity; and it is a fact 
that cannot be disputed, that so far as a missionary spirit has prevail- 
ed, more liberality towards the poor of the place has been manifest- 
ed; located ministers have been enabled to spend more time in preach- 
ing; and the people at large have enjoyed more richly the blessings 
of religion. It is atruth that cannot be too often repeated, or too 
confidently believed, that “he that watereth, shall be watered also 
himself.” 

Brethren, and friends; we are confident that our work isa righte- 
ous one. Can it be possible that any one can find fault with us for 
giving a testament to an Indian, or a bible toa Burman? For instruct- 
ing them to read the word of God, and impressing on them habits ot 
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ADDRESS OF THE BRUCEVILLE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, AUXILIARy 
TO THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE 
UNITED STATES. 


WHILST the gayety of spring, the blessings of peace, the voice 
of the gospel, the hands of the charitable, the songs of the happy, and 
the expectation of the wretched, fill the reflecting mind with wonder, 
and the infidel with astonishment; while they afford public prints 
matter, and social circles entertainment, the Bruceville Missionary 
Society begs leave to interpose her voice, form an acquaintance with 
the public, point to the cottage of wo—the habitation of wretched. 
ness, and invite the liberal soul to unite in acts correspondent to the 
benevolence of his heart. 

The society dates her first proceedings January Ist, 1818. Although 
her usefulness has been small, in comparison with sister institutions, 
yet the zeal in which she originated has not relaxed, nor her pros. 
pects faded, She has received the approbation of Heaven, and the 
blessing of the needy. True, she has heard loud peals of thunder, 
and has been menaced with forked lightning, but these have only con: 
densed the teeming cloud, and brought down a more copious shower 
to cherish the spirit of benevolence—the soul of the society. It isa 
painful reflection, that jealousy has censured the best societies, and 
wickedness defamed the most righteous men, whilst man’s credulity 
has sucked in prejudice, and misapprehension has blinded his eyes. 

Although, with regard to censure, this society has suffered no more 
than her sisters, yet she feels it to be a duty she owes to herself, to 
the whole family of benevolent associations, to God, to the heathen, 
to the public in general, and to objectors in particular, to give a pub- 
lic declaration of her principles, and objects of her pursuits.—Ac- 
cordingly, she lays before the public her constitution. She is not vain 
enough to suppose that the critic’s eye will discover no blemish in it; 
nor that wisdom will pronounce it perfect... But she persuades her- 
self that righteousness will approve its spirit, and that the garb of un- 
affected simplicity and innocence, will render it comely in the eyes of 
its opposers, and more cxcellent in the circle of its admirers. 

It will be seen by the constitution, that disinterested benevolence is 
the spring of action, and the happiness of the miserable, the object 
sought for, Nothing in it is intended to affect the government of 
families, or the fellowship of Christians, only, so as to strengihen the 
bonds of affection and due subordination. Here the sire pours out 
his munificence, and the school boy appropriates his premium for the 
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most righteous purposes. Christians of different religious senti- 
ments unite in one common cause ; and unbelievers, while studying the 
happiness of others, are brought into serious reflection on their own 
cases; the latter has been exemplified in three instances of hopeful 
conversion. This alone will be matter of eternal gratitude to God. 

Objection —But what authority have we from scripture to agree to 
pay acertain sum yearly for purposes of this kind? 

Answer.—-The same that we have for agreeing to pay a particular 
sum for building a meeting-house, supporting a school for the educa- 
tion of our own children, orphan children, &c. When Nehemiah 
went up to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, it was found, that the 
number of inhabitants were so few, that the income, according to the 
Mosaic economy, was insufficient to meet the expenses of the tem- 
ple, &c. In that case Nehemiah says, (Neh. x. 52.) “ We made or- 
dinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a 
shekel, for the service of the house of our God.”’——And shall we err, 
if we charge ourselves with one dollar yearly, and contribute five 
times that sum, for the purpose of building up the walls of spiritual 
Jerusalem among the heathen? And if pious females, like the 
daughters of Shallum, (Neh. iii. 12.) assist in repairing the walls, 
will it be calleda crime? Will not Jesus behold, with approbation, the 
widow when she casts her mite into the treasury of the Lord? And 
will not men approve the deed? 

0bj.—We have always understood that the gospel was freely given 
to mankind; where then is the necessity of calling for so much money 
for the purpose of diffusing its influence P 

Ans.—Many circumstances may have combined to cause you to 
misapply the doctrine of the freeness of the gospel. Gospel light, 
derived in the ordinary way, has ever cost money or worth from the 
time that Abel killed his lamb, until you heard the last sermon preach- 
ed. Would you say, “the sermon last Sabbath cost me nothing ?”’ 
We do not doubt the assertion ; but somebody, we trust, gave the 
preacher his breakfast before meeting ; this cost something. You 
cannot think that he is a chameleon, and can live on the wind, or can 
feast upon flies’? “ No,” you say, “ but by his industry he procures 
the comforts of life.” Perhaps you are mistaken. Is he not one, 
who, according to Paul’s instructions to Timothy, has given himself 
wholly to the work of the ministry ? 

04j7.—If God intends to convert the heathen, he wid/ do it, and 
there is no necessity for so much ado on our part. 

Ans.—We entreat you to be consistent Say to yourself, “if God 
intends that I shall have bread next year, he will give it to me.” 
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Why then should I bear the labour and fatigue of ploughing and 
planting ?— O,” say you, “ it would be presumption to expect the 
end without the means.” We grant it would; and it is no less pre. 
sumptuous in the one, than inthe other. God at one time command- 
ed the ravens to feed his prophet, and at another an angel to adminis- 
ter to his necessities; but this is not his ordinary method. He can 
convert a sinner without the reading of the scriptures, and comfort 
his soul without the hearing of a sermon; still it is no less our duty 
to impart the means which God usually employs, than to give a mor- 
sel of bread to satisfy the hungry, or a garment to clothe the naked, 

O4j.—This society is auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, and that Board, we have understood, gives its missionaries 
large salaries, so that we suspect there is some speculation carried on 
in this business. | 

Ans.—We are happy to say that every objection to the procecdings 
of the Board, has been based upon supposition, when the supposed 
facts never existed. In some instances, where the missionaries have 
laboured among the destitute of our own country, they have received 
a particular sum, which was supposed by their patrons to be merely 
sufficient for their support, until they could support themselves other. 
wisc ; and as soon as circumstances, in the field of their labours, af- 
forded them the means of subsistence, they declined accepting any 
thing from the Board ; as in the case of Mr. Ranaldson, who laboured 
jn the city and vicinity of New Orleans, who received from the Board 
five hundred dollars for his assistance, and at the close of the first 
year, not only declined accepting any thing more of the Board, but 
returned the money he had already received. His example has been 
followed, as far as circurnstances would permit, by Mr. Eastman, in 
the same region; and such is the relation between the Board and 
those of its missionaries who are stationed among the Burmans, and 
the Indians, that the missionaries expect no salary at all, but merely 
a subsistence. If food and raiment be not too much, their demands 
are not extravagant. Never, while they live, do they exect for per- 
sonal service, to lay by a cent for themselves, or for their children. 
The receipts and expenditures are laid before the public annually, 
and nothing is kept under cover. But how shall we persuade men to 
inquire for themselves, and not depend solely on hearsay? Even the 
expenditures of the Board have been misunderstood, though fairly 
stated in the & Annual Reforts.”’ 

It is rumoured that the Board has separated itself from, and usurp- 
ed an authority over the churches, and thus “ rebelled against the 
government of heayen,” when the fact is, that every member of the 
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Board, who is allowed a vote on its proceedings, is amember in good 
standing, of an orderly Baptist church, nor has the Board ever claim- 
ed the least authority over a church, or over an individual member of 
achurch. It is merely an association of persons who have agreed to 
ynite their efforts for civilizing and christianizing the heathen. 

Query.—What do they mean by establishing a Theological Semi- 
nary in Philadelphia ? 

Ans.—Read what they have published to the world on the subject. 
and you cannot mistake their meaning, nor question the propriety of 
their proceedings. But if you have not the “ Latter Day Luminary” 
at hand, allow us to say, that not a cent, contributed for missionary 
purposes, is applied to the use of the Theological Institution. It is 
supported by contributions made specially for that purpose ; and ac- 
cording to the proposed plan of the institution, it “is to be open fo: 
the admission of those persons only who give evidence of their pos. 
sessing genuine piety, with suitable gifts and attainments, and of their 
being influenced by proper motives in wishing to pursue theological 
studies, and who, moreover, present certificates from the churches ot 
which they are members, approving of their devoting themselves to 
the work of the ministry.”” Could any thing be more satisfactory ? 
Passing over many, very many things, that might be urged in favour 
of the measure of establishing a Theological Institution for the im- 
provement of young men of the character above-mentioned, we shall 
note only the following. A liberal education is an indispensable quali- 
fication of a missionary to Burmah, or to any other place where the 
scriptures must be translated into the language of the natives. 

Query.—Are there not many poor and destitute among ourselves, 
who claim our first regard ? 

Ans.—Where the laws of our country do not amply and satisfac- 
torily provide for the poor, for widows, orphans, &c. it is undoubt- 
edly our duty to extend to them the hand of charity; and it is a fact 
that cannot be disputed, that so far as a missionary spirit has prevail- 
ed, more liberality towards the poor of the place has been manifest- 
ed; located ministers have been enabled to spend more time in preach- 
ing; and the people at large have enjoyed more richly the blessings 
of religion. It is atruth that cannot be too often repeated, or too 
confidently believed, that “he that watereth, shall be watered also 
himself.” 

Brethren, and friends; we are confident that our work is a righte- 
ous one. Can it be possible that any one can find fault with us for 
giving a testament to an Indian, or a bible toa Burman? For instruct- 
ing them to read the word of God, and impressing on them habits ot 
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industry ? Surely it cannot be! And yet these must be our crimes, 
if we be criminal ! for these are the ends we are seeking, and wheth. 
er we see their accomplishment or not, we believe it will not be q 
painful reflection on a dying bed, that it was in our hearts to do these 
things. Should any say we are not pursuing the most eligible plans, 
we shall thank them for their counsel, and hope that, while they are 
showing us how we ought to do, they will doa little themselves. 

Ques.—Has not this mission business caused uneasiness in some 
churches, and is it not likely to do harm in this way ? 

Ans,—-The coming of Christ rendered the pharisees very uneasy; 
the preaching of Paul in Ephesus was followed by an uproar ; an@ 
even Christians were offended at Peter’s visiting and preaching to the 
Gentiles. We wish you totake particular notice, that all the uneasi. 
ness on this subject that has been felt in any church, has grown outof 
opposition to missions. The friends of mnissions, though they have 
exhorted and entreated, have never, to our knowledge, complained of 
those who did not choose te aid the work. The only complaints that 
have existed, have been against those who felt it their duty to preach 
Christ to the heathen, or to assist those who are doing it. 

We live at an eventful period !—there has never been a time since 
man inhabited the world, in which the efforts of civilized society 
were so vigorous in favour of the uninformed and rude, as at the 
present. If the want of scriptural information has filled the nations 
with wickedness and wo, the dissemination of gospel light must dis- 
pel the gloom of ignorance, and the folly of superstition. The suc- 
cess that has attended missionary efforts in Hindostan, the south of 
Africa, some of the South sea Islands, and in many other places, de- 

monstrates the practicability of improving the rudest minds ; the self- 
denial of the missionaries convinces us of the purity of their motives; 
the wretched condition of millions of the human family excites our 
compassion, and the world affords ample scope for the most extended 
operations, 

We entreat our readers to reflect on the peculiarly trying situation 
of some of the missionaries. For about seven years about the same 
number of missionaries from England endeavoured to live at Rangoon, 
in the Burman empire: all found so many difficulties attending the 
place, that when Mr. Judson went thither from America, he had to 
occupy the station alone ; and of four families which have since been 
there, only Mr. Judson’s and Mr. Colman’s remain.—They live 
among barbarous idolaters ; the will of the emperor is law ; they have 

no security for life or property; they know not at what moment their 
houses will be robbed, their children dashed to pieces in their pres- 
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ence; husbands and wives parted for ever; butchered in a most 
shocking manner, or left to perish ina dungeon. Yet they say to 
their friends in America, give us our bread, and we will risk all, and 
spend our lives in translating the scriptures, preaching the gospel, 
xc. And who can consent to withhold from them the means of sub- 
sistence ; or to allow them to relinquish their labours, especially 
since amidst their dangers and distresses, their prospects of useful- 
ness are brightening? One Burman* has lately professed faith in 
Christ, and many others are inquiring after the new religion, 

When we look around on the Indians of America, we see thou- 
sands whose miseries are calculated to awaken compassion in the most 
unfeeling heart. And while we lament the want of more labourers 
among them, we rejoice at the favourable indications of Divine provi- 
dence, and the hopeful prospects that attend those already in the field. 
Although the establishment on the Wabash has groaned under afflic- 
tion, and been grieved by numerous disappointments, though its pro- 
sress has been retarded by the want of more missionaries; yet its 
prospects have been moderately brightening, and its usefulness grad- 
ually increasing. But what can one solitary missionary and his wife 
do, in the business of civilizing, among half a dozen nations of rude 
inffians ?—-Why do not others unite in the work? or, are the funds 
of the society insufficient to meet the expense? May God remove 
the former difficulty, and dispose our hearts to obviate the latter. 
Perhaps before the reading of this, the whole mission family, whites 
and Indians, will pass through the wilderness to Fort Wayne, where 
they intend to pitch their tents for a while, under very encouraging 
prospects. By an assurance from a principal chief, the missionary 
expects to receive from one tribe, at least twenty scholars, at the 
opening of his school; and many have assured him that he would ob- 
tain as many as could be supported at the establishment. The plan 
of proceeding is to instruct the youth of both sexes to work, as well 
as teach them to read, &c. 

Although there were seen last winter at the establishment, four 
Indian girls spinning, and one girl and an adult, knitting, yet there 
were five others who were a continual expense, without contributing 


towards their maintenance by their labours; the like will ever be the 


* Recent communications have informed us that three Burmans have been bap 
tized; and it appears that others are seeking the Lord with their whole heart. 
It ig a mysterious providence that the Head of the Church will, in his own time, 
illustrate, that, at the very period when the word of the Lord is beginning to 
grow and prevail, the interdict of the Burman court should darken the lovely 
prospect. 
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case. We therefore entreat the charitable to have compassion Upon 
these unfortunate children. A trifle with which to buy them bread ; 
garments to keep them warm; books, paper, &c. would be very ac. 
ceptable. 

Fathers, when you call your children, warmly clad, around a plen. 
tiful board, will you reflect on those poor, shivering, hungry creg- 
tures, whom the missionary from time to time is carrying to his house, 
and lay by amorsel for them? Mothers, cannot the piece of cloth be 
made a few yards longer than will be sufficient to clothe your own 
children? and we need not tell you how to dispose of the surplus 
piece. 

We might go on to state how properly the merchant could dispose 
of the income of one day in the year; the mechanic of a day’s labour; 
the farmer of a small part of his field, a few shocks of wheat, ora 
few pounds of wool; but we leave the matter to the goodness of their 
hearts, and turn to the house of prayer. 

Christians, what do you mean by saying “ Thy kingdom come?” 
Will you let works accompany your faith ? Can you enjoy the bless. 
ings of a gospel ministry, read the bible, and feel religion in your 
hearts, and not think of the multitudes who daily enter the worldof 
spirits without hope? Can you view the cruelties of the Burmans; 
the superstition of the Hindoos; the degradation of the Africans; 
the intemperance, wildness, and barbarity of the Indians, and feel no 
compassion for suffering humanity, and dying mortals? Can you an- 
ticipate the solemn meeting at the last day, without recognizing the 
persons to whom you neglected to impart the means of religious in- 
struction ? Merciful God! what is man? How long shall we hold our 
peace, while our fellow mortals are hourly dropping into eternity! 
Forgive our negligence, and rouse us into activity! The prophets 
have told us that at about this age of the world, or a little after, the 
light of the sun should become sevenfold. Hail, glorious day, now 
dawning on the earth! Rise higher, thou Sun of Righteousness: 
Dispel the mists of ignorance and sin, and let not clouds nor winter 
intervene, until the effulgence of thy beams shall light the darkest 
regions of the world, and warmth convert the frozen soil into a fruit- 
ful field. 

Wishing an increase of that spirit which makes life comfortable, so- 
ciety agreeable, and Heaven desirable, we submit the foregoing. 

JOHN ALTON, President. 

Wn. POLKE, Secr’y. : 


April 7th, 1820. , 














































)- 


Transmigration. 


TRANSMIGRATION. 


The lamentation of a Siamese female over ber husband, of whose death she had, 
unsuspectingly, been the occasion: extracted from a Siamese Mythological 
story, translated by Mrs. Jupson. It furnishes a specimen of the manner in 
which the inhabitants of that country mourn over their dead, and exhibits the 
moral wretchedness of a people, where life and immortality are not brought 


to light. 


O MY lord! your wife will die with grief, and follow after to be a 
companion of him who was her companion inthe woods. If my lord 
has gone to enjoy the Nats country, grant that his wife may become 
the palace in which he resides, to be a refuge to her lord. If my 
lord has Become an elephant, that his wife may be close to his side, 
grant that she may become a grove, to afford a shelter, and make 
the mind of my lord cool. If my lord has become a bird, that your 
beloved wife may be close to your breast, grant that she may become 
trees, bearing a variety of fruits and flowers, to afford pleasures to 
the mind of my lord. Or, if my lord has become a fish, grant that 
your wife may become a river of water, to be a refuge, and make 
the mind of my lord joyful. My lord will excuse me,—but, if my 
lord has become an inferior animal, either a lizard, a monkey, or a 
tiger, grant that your wife may become a thick jungle of woods, to 
be a hiding place for my lord. If my lord has become a henthah,* may 
your wife become a pond of water, into which my lord will descend 
and play, that she may become a place of enjoyment to my lord. O, 
my lord, thou art like the shade of the banyan; thou felt no resent- 
ment towards the wife thou lovedst. Oh, lord Chattan, your beloved 
wife will continue to chant your virtues, for no one can compare with 
my nobie husband. In whatever place thou art, she will call and seek 
after thee. In whatever form my lord may exist, your wife will fol- 
low after, and become an attendant at the feet of my lord, to watch 
over and take care of him late and early. Your wife will take flow- 
ers and fragrant tapers to offer to my lord, and ask the forgiveness of 
her faults. The wife of my lord has cried, till tears of blood gush 


_ out. Bear with, and deliver your wife. 


* A species of fish. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.—FOREIGN. 








MISSION TO BURMAH. 


Continuation of Extracts from Mr. Judson’s Journal. 


Decemnen 12th, Lord’s Day.—We were much gratified at seeing the teacher, 
Moung Shwa Gnong at worship, for the first time since he was accused before 
the viceroy. The news of our intended expedition to Ava, has probably embol. 
dened him. We proposed his accompanying us, but he declined. 

Dec. 18th, Saturday.—Have spent all the past week in making preparations 
for our journey. 

Dec. 19th, Lord’s Day.—Had worship for the last time. Disappomted in not 
seeing the teacher; but the disappointment somewhat alleviated by the attend. 
ance of one of his acquaintance, an elderly man, by name Oo Yan, by profession 
a doctor, who listened with the strictest attention, and, in his subsequent con. 
versation, discovered a truly inquisitive spirit. 

Dec. 2ist.—After having made arrangements for our wives’ residence in town, 
during our absence, brother Colman and myself embarked. Our boat is six feet 
wide in the middle, and forty feet long. A temporary deck of bamboos is laid 
throughout, and on the hinder part of the boat, the sides are raised with thin 
boards, and a covering of thatch, and mats tied on, so as to form two low rooms, in 
which we can just sit, and liedown, Our company consists of sixteen, beside 
ourselves,—ten rowmen—a steersman—a headman, whose name is inserted in 
our passport, and who, therefore, derives a little authority from government,—a 
steward or cook for the company, which place is filled by our trusty Moung 
Nau—our own cook—a Hindoo washerman—and an Englishman, who having been 
unfortunate all his life, wishes to try the service of his Burman majesty ; and 
this last personage man be called our gunner, he having charge of several guns 
and blunderbusses, which are indispensable on account of the robbers that infest 
the river. 

We have been much perplexed, in fixing ona present for the emperor, with- 
out which no person unauthorized can appear in his presence. Our funds were 
evidently inadequate to the purchase of articles which would be valuable to him, 
in a pecuniary point of view ; when we considered also, that there ought to be a 
congruity between the present and our character, we selected that book, which 
we hope to be allowed to translate under his patronage—the Brsxz, in six volumes, 
covered with gold leaf, in Burman style, and each volume enclosed in a rich 
wrapper. For presents to other members of government, we have taken several 
pieces of fine cloth, and other articles. 

Thus manned and furnished, we pushed off from the shores of Rangoon. 
The teacher Moung Shwa Gnong had not been to see us for several days, ashamed 
probably of having declined accompanying us; but just as we were pushing of 
we saw his tall form standing on the wharf. He raised his hand to his head, an¢ 

bade us adieu, and continued looking after the boat, until a projecting point shut 
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Rangoon and allits scenes from our view. When shall we redouble this little 
point! Through what shall we pass, ere the scene now snatched away be re-pre- 
sented! The expedition on which we have entered, however it may terminate, 
is unavoidably fraught with consequences momentous and solemn, beyond ali 
conception. We are penetrating into the heart of one of the great kingdoms of 
the world, to make a formal offer of the gospel toa despotic monarch, and 
through him, to the millions of his subjects. May the Lord accompany us, and 
crown our attempt with the desired success, if it be consistent with his wise and 
holy will. 

At night, we moored by the banks of Kyee-myen-daing. It was near this place, 
that, a few days ago, one of the boats belonging to Mr. G, late collector of Ran- 
goon, was attacked by robbers, and the steersman and another man killed ata 
single shot. We felt unwilling to remain at this village, but found it necessary. 

Dec, 22d.—We set off early in the morning, and at noon, reached Kyoon-oo, 
a'cluster of villages, near one of which, about twenty miles from Rangoon, we 
remained the rest of the day. 

Dec. 23d.—Passed from the Rangoon outlet into the great A-rah-wah-tee 
river, (vulgarly called Irrawaddy,) and reached Ran-gen-tsen-yah, a village 20 
miles from Kyoon-oo. 

On the 24th, passed Da-noo-byoo, and on the 26th, Hen-thah-dah, both large 
towns. Fresh reports of robbers. 

On the 30th, reached Kah-noung, a considerable town, about 90 miles from 
Rangoon. Here we meta special efficer from Bassein, witha detachment of 
men, sent in pursuit of a band of robbers, who lately made a daring attack ona 
large boat, wounded and beat off the people, and took plunder to the amount of 
1500 ticals. The commander offered us an escort for the journey of to-morrow, 
which lies through a dangerous tract of country; but we declined accepting, 
as we should have been obliged to give the people presents, without deriving 
any substantial assistance in the hour of danger. Strict watch all night. 

Jan. 1st, 1820.—Passed a remarkably high rocky mountain, the side of which, 
for a considerable extent, is indented with numerous recesses, containing images 
of Gaudama, all carved out of the solid rock. 

Jax. 24.—Passed the large towns of Shwa-doung and Pah-doung, on opposite 
sides of the river, and reached Pyee (vulgarly called Prome,) 120 miles from 
Rangoon,—a place of great note in Burman history, and the seat of an ancient 
dynasty of kings) The town itself is now ina state of dilapidation; but the 
environs appear flourishing. 

Confirmed reports of a most daring robbery, committed a little higher up, on 
the boat of the governor of Taroke-man, who was going up to Ava, with about 
50 men and 7000 ticals. The robbers came down upon the people, while they 
were cooking on shore, shot the governor through the body, and carried off all 
the treasure. Feel the necessity of redoubling our precautions for several days. 
Agree, that part of us only leave the boat at a time—the rest to stand by the 
guns. 

Jan. 17th.—Reached Pah-gan, a city celebrated in Burman history ; being, like 
Pyee, the seat of a former dynasty. It is about 260 miles from Rangoon. 

Jan. 18th —Took a survey of the splendid pagodas, and extensive ruins, in the 
environs of this once famous city. Ascended, as far as possible, some of the 
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highest edifices, and at the height of one hundred feet, perhaps, beheld all tie 
country round, covered with temples and monuments of every sort and size. 
some in utter ruin—some fast decaying—and some exhibiting marks of recent 
attention and repair. The remains of the ancient wall of the city stretched be. 
neath us. The pillars of the gates, and many a grotesque, decapitated relic of 
untiquity checkered the motley scene. Ali conspired to suggest those elevated 
and mournful ideas, which are attendant on a view of the decaying remains of 
ancient grandeur ; and though not comparable to such ruins as those of Pal. 
myra and Balbec, (as they are represented,) still deeply interesting to the anti. 
quary, and more deeply interesting to the Christian missionary. Here, about 
eight hundred years ago, the religion of Boodh was first publicly recognized 
and established as the religion of the empire. Here then Ah-rah-han, the first 
Boodhist apostle of Burmah, under the patronage of King Anan-ra-tha-men-zan, 
disseminated the doctrines of Atheism, and taught his disciples to pant after 
annihilation, as the supreme good. Some of the ruins before our eyes, were 
probably the remains of pagodas designed by himself. We looked back on the 
centuries of darkness that are past. We looked forward, and Christiai hope 
would fain brighten the prospect. Perhaps we stand on the dividing line of 
the empires of darkness and light. 0, shade of Shen Ah-rah-han! weep o’er 
thy falling fanes; retire from the scenes of thy past greatness. But thou smi- 
lest at my feeble voice. Linger then, thy little remaining day. <A voice migh 
tier than mine, a still small voice, will ere long sweep away every vestige of 
thy dominion. The churches of Jesus will soon supplant these idolatrous 
monuments, and the chanting of the devotees of Boodh will die away before the 
Christian hymn of praise. 

After leaving Pah-gan, the river turns to the east. We walked across the 
point of land formed by the curve of the river, and rejoined the boat at Nyoung-oo. 
On the 20th we reached Gnah-hmyah-gnay, a solitary and dangerous place, and 
moored under a little point of land. Late in the evening, a large boat, full of 
men, suddenly turned the point, and bore down upon us. Our headman warned 
them off ; but they paid no attention, and made no reply; on which he fireda 
gun over them. They then called out to forbear, and sheered off. The adven- 
ture quite indisposed us for sleep. We planned anew the minutiz of operation, 
in case of attack, and Kept a strict watch all night. 

Jan. 22d.—Passed the confluence of the Kyen-dwen and the A-rah-wah-tee, and 
proceeded up the latter! The former is the smaller of the two, but it is said to 
be navigable for large boats, twenty days distance from the confluence. It pene- 
trates into the Cassay country, which lies north of Burmah, and to which 30,000 
troops have lately marched from Ava, to quella rebellion, occasioned by the ac- 
cession of the new emperor. 

We are now beyond the region of the robbers, and are allowed to sleep in 
comparative quiet. 

Jan. 25th.—Passed Old Ava, the seat of the dynasty immediately preceding 
the present, and Tsah-gaing, a place of some note, distinguished for its innu- 
merable pagodas, and the residence of one or two late emperors ; and about noon, 
drew up to O-ding-man, the lower landing place of New Ava, or Ahmarapoor, 
about 350 miles from Rangoon. At our present distance of nearly four miles 
from the city (and we cannot get nearer this season,) it appears to the worst ad- 
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yantage- We can hardly distinguish the golden steeple of the palace, amid the 
glittering pagodas, whose summits just suffice to mark the spot of our ultimate 
destination. 

jan. 26th.—We set out early in the morning, called on Mr. G. late collector of 
Rangoon, and on Mr. R. who was formerly collector, but is now out of favour. 
Thence we entered the city, passed the palace, and repaired to the house of Mya- 
day-men, former viceroy of Rangoon, now one of the public ministers of state 
(Woon-gyee.) We gave hima valuable present, and another of less value to 
his wife, the lady who formerly treated Mr. G. with so much politeness. They 
poth received us very kindly, and appeared to interest themselves in our success. 
We however did not disclose our precise object; but only petitioned leave to 
behold the golden face. Upon this His Highness committed our business to 
Moung Yo, one of his favourite officers, and directed him to introduce us to 
Moung Zah, one of the private ministers of state (A-twen-woon,) with the ne- 
cessary orders. This particular favour of Mya-day-men prevents the necessity 
of our petitioning and feeing all the public ministers of state, and procuring 
formal permission from the high court of the empire. 

In the evening, Moung Yo, who lives near our boat, called on us to say that 
he would conduct us to-morrow. We lie down in sleepless anxiety. To-morrow’s 
dawn will usher in the most eventful day of our lives. To-morrow’s eve will 
close on the bloom or the blight of our fondest hopes. Yet it is consoling to 
commit this business into the hands of our heavenly Father,—to feel that the 
work is His, not ours; that the heart of the monarch, before whom we are to 
appear, is under the control of Omnipotence; and that the event will be ordered 
inthe manner most conducive to the Divine glory and the greatest good. God 
may, for the wisest purposes, suffer our hopes to be disappointed; and if so, why 
should short-sighted, mortal man, repine? Thy will, O God, be ever done; for 
thy will is inevitably the wisest and the best. 

Jax. 27th.—We left the boat, and put ourselves under the condact of Moung 
Yo. He carried us first to Mya-day-men, as a matter of form; and there we 
learnt, that the emperor had been privately apprized of our arrival, and said, Let 
them be introduced. We therefore proceeded to the palace. At the outer gate, 
we were detained:a long time, until the various officers were satisfied that we 
had a right to enter, after which we deposited a present for the private minister 
of state, Moung Zah, and were ushered into his apartments in the palace-yard. 
He received us very pleasantly, and ordered us to sit before several governors 
and petty kings, who were waiting at his levee. We here, for the first time, dis- 
closed our character and object—told him, that we were missionaries or “ pro- 
pagators of religion ;” that we wished to appear before the emperor, and present 
our sacred books, accompanied with a petition. He took the petition into his 
hand, looked over about half of it, and then familiarly asked several questions 
about our God and our religion, to which we replied. Just at this crisis, some 
one announced, that the golden foot was about to advance ; on which the minister 
hastily rose up, and put oa his robes of state, saying, that he must seize the 
moment to present us to the emperor. We now found, that we had unwittingly 
fallen on an unpropitious time, it being the day of the celebration of the late 
victory over the Cassays, and the very hour, when His Majesty was coming forth, 
to witness the display made on the occasion. When the minister was dressed, 
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he just said, “ How can you propagate religion in this empire’? But come along” 
Our hearts sunk at these inauspicious words. He conducted us through Variou 
splendour and parade, until we ascended a flight of stairs, and entered a moy 
magnificent hall. He directed us where to sit, and took his place on one side, 
the present was placed on the other, and Moung Yo, and another officer of Mya. 
day-men, sat a little behind. The scene to which we were now introduced, reali, 
surpassed our expectation. The spacious extent of the hall, the number and 
magnitude of the pillars, the height of the dome, the whole completely covepg 
with gold, presented a most grand and imposing spectacle. Very few were pr. 
sent, and those evidently great officers of state. Our situation prevented us fron, 
seeing the further avenue of the hall; but the end, where we sat, opened inty 
the parade, which the emperor was about to inspect. We remained aboot fiy 
minutes, when every one put himself into the most respectful attitude, and M. 

Yo whispered, that his majesty had entered. We looked through the hall, as fy 

as the pillars would allow, and presently caught sight of this modern Ahasuery, 

He came forward, unattended—in solitary grandeur—exhibiting the proud guit 

and majesty of an eastern monarch, His dress was rich, but not distinctive ; and 

he carried in his hand, the gold-sheathed sword, which seems to have taken th 

place of the sceptre of ancient times. But it was his high aspect and command. 

ing eye, that chiefly rivetted our attention. Hestrided on. Every head, except. 

ing ours, was now in the dust. We remained kneeling, our hands folded, on 

eyes fixed on the monarch. When he drew near, we caught his attention. ke 

stopped, partly turned towards us—“ Who are these ?” The teachers, great king, 

T replied. What, you speak Burman—the priests that I heard of last night? 

“ When did you arrive ?” “ Are you teachers of religion?” “ Are you like th 

Portuguese priest ?” “ Are you married?” “ Why do you dress so ?” These, ani 

some other similar questions, we answered ; when he appeared to be pleased with 

us, and sat down on an elevated seat—his hand resting on the hilt of his sword, 

and his eyes intently fixed on us. Moung Zah now began to read the petition, and 

it run thus :— 

“ The American teachers present themselves to receive the favour of the excel- 
lent king, the sovereign of land and sea. Hearing, that, on account of the great. 
ness of the royal power, the royal country was ina quiet and prosperous state, 
we arrived at the town of Rangoon, within the royal dominions, and having ob- 
tained leave of the governor of that town, to come up and behold the golden 
face, we have ascended and reached the bottom of the golden feet. In the great 
country of America, we sustain the character of teachers and explainers of th 
contents of the sacred scriptures of our religion. And since it is contained i 
those scriptures, that, if we pass to other countries and preach and propagate 
religion, great good will result, and both those who teach and those who receive 
the religion, will be freed from future punishment, and enjoy, without decay or 
death, the eternal felicity of heaven,—that royal permission be given, that we, 
taking refuge in the royal power, may preach our religion, in these dominions, 
and that those who are pleased with our preaching, and wish to listen to and be 
guided by it, whether foreigners or Burmans, may be exempt from government 
molestation, they present themselves to receive the favour of the excellent king, 
the sovereign of land and sea.” 

The emperor heard this petition, ‘and stretched out his hand. Moung Zah 
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crawled forward and presented it. His majesty began at the top, and deliber- 

ately read it through. In the meantime, I gave Moung Zah an abridged copy of 
the tract, in which every offensive sentence was corrected, and the whole put into 

the handsomest style and dress possible. After the emperor had perused the 

petition, he handed it back, without saying a word, and took the tract. Our 

bearts now rose to God for a display of his grace. ‘O have mercy on Burmah ! 

Have mercy on her king!’ But, alas, the time was not yetcome. He held the 
tract long enough to read the two first sentences, which assert, that there is one 

eternal God, who is independent of the incidents of mortality, and that, beside 
Him, there is no God ; and then, with an air of indifference, perhaps disdain, he 
dashed it down to the ground! Moung Zah stooped forward, picked it up, and 
handed itto us. Moung Yo made a slight attempt to save us, by unfolding one 
of the volumes, which composed our present, and displaying its beauty; but his 
majesty took no notice. Our fate was decided. After a few moments, Moung 
Zah interpreted his royal master’s will, in the following terms :—‘ Why do you 
ask for such permission ? Have not the Portuguese, the English, the Musselmans, 
and people of all other religions, full liberty to practise and worship, according 
totheir own customs? In regard to the objects of your petition, his majesty 
gives no order. In regard to your sacred books, his majesty has no use for them, 
take them away.” 

Something was now said about brother Colman’s skill in medicine; upon 
which the emperor once more opened his mouth, and said, Let them proceed to 
the residence of my physician, the Portuguese priest; let him examine wheth- 
er they can be useful to me in that line, and report accordingly. He then rose 
from his seat, strided on to the end of the hall, and there, after having dashed 
to the ground the first intelligence that he had ever received of the eternal God, 
his Maker, his Preserver, his Judge, he threw himself down on a cushion, and 
lay listening to the music, and gazing at the parade spread out before him ! 

As for us and our present, we were nuddled up and hurried away, without much 
ceremony. We passed out of the palace gates, with much more facility than we 
entered, and were conducted first to the house of Mya-day-men. There his of- 
ficer reported our reception; but in as favourable terms as possible ; and as his 
highness was not apprized of our precise object, our repulse appeared, probably, 
to him, not so decisive, as we knew itto be. We were next conducted two miles, 
through the sun and dust of the streets of Ava, to the residence of the Portuguese 
priest. He very speedily ascertained, that we were in possession of no wonderful 
secret, which would secure the emperor from all disease, and make him live for 
ever; and we were accordingly allowed to take leave of the reverend Inquisitor, 
and retreat to our boat. 

At this stage of the business, notwithstanding the decided repulse we had re- 
ceived, we still cherished some hope of ultimately gaining our point. We regret- 
ted, that a sudden interruption had prevented our explaining our objects to 
Moung Zah, in that familiar and confidential manner, which we had intended ; 
and we determined, therefore, to make another attempt upon him in private. 

Jan, 28th.—Early in the morning, we had the pleasure of secing our friend 
Mr. G. coming to our boat. It may not be amiss to mention, that he is the col- 
lector, who was chiefly instrumental in relieving us from the exorbitant demand 
which, a few months ago, was made upon us in Rangoon. He now told us that he 
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had heard of our repulse, but would not have us give up all hope; that he was 
particularly acquainted with Moung Zah, and would accompany us to his house, 
alittle before sunset, at an hour when he was accessible. This precisely accord, 
ed with our intentions. 

In the afternoon, therefore, we called on Mr. G. and he went with us into the 
city. On the way, we paid a visit to the wife of the present viceroy of Rangoon, 
whose eldest son is married to the only daughter of the present emperor. We 
carried a present, and were, of course, kindly received. 

Thence we went to the house of Moung Zah, some way beyond the palace 

He received us with great coldness and reserve. The conversation, which we 
carried on chiefly through Mr. G., it is unnecessary to detail. Suffice it to say, 
that we ascertained, beyond a doubt, that the policy of the Burman government, 
in regard to the toleration of any foreign religion, is precisely the same with the 
Chinese ; that it is quite out of the question, whether any of the subjects of the 
emperor, who embrace a religion different from his own, will be exempt from pun. 
ishment; and that we, in presenting a petition to that effect, had been guilty of: 
most egregious blunder, an unpardonable offence. Mr. G. urged every argument 
that we suggested, and some others. He finally stated, that if we obtained th 
royal favour, other foreigners would come and settle in the empire, and trade 
would be greatly benefited. This argument alone seemed to have any effect om 
the mind of the minister, and looking out from the cloud which covered his face, 
he vouchsafed to say, that if we would wait some time, he would endeavour to 
speak to his majesty about us. From this remark it was impossible to derive any 
encouragement, and having nothing further to urge, we left Mr. G., and bow. 
ing down to the ground, took leave of this great minister of state, who, unde 
the emperor, guides the movements of the whole empire. 

It was now evening. We had four miles to walk by moon-light. Two of ow 
disciples only followed us. They had pressed as near as they ventured to the door 
of the hall of audience, and listened to words which sealed the extinction of their 
hopes and ours. For some time we spoke not. ’ 

Some natural tears we dropt, but wiped them soon. 


The world was all before vs, where to choose 
Our place of rest, and Providence our guide.” 


And, as our first parents took their solitary way through Eden, hand in hand, so 
we took our way through this great city, which, to our late imagination, seemed 
another Eden ; but now, through the magic touch of disappointment, seemed 
blasted and withered, as if smitten by the fatal influence of the cherubic sword. 
Arrived at the boat, we threw ourselves down, completely exhausted in body 
and mind. For three days, we had walked eight miles a day, the most of the way 
in the heat of the sun, which, even at this season, in the interior of these coun- 
tries, is exceedingly oppressive ; and the result of our travels and toils has been— 
the wisest and best possible—a result, which if we could see the end from the be- 
ginning, would call-ferth our highest praise. O slow of heart to believe and trust 
in the constant presence and over-ruling agency of our own almighty Saviour! 
Jan. 29,—We again rose early, and having considered the last words of Moung 
Zah, wrote down our request in the most concise and moderate terms, and sentit 
to Mr. G. with a message, that he would once more see Moung Zah, lay the papet 
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| before him, and ascertain unequivocally whether there was any possibility of gain- 


ing our point, by waiting several months. 

The rest of the day, and the next, being Lord’s day, we remained in the boat. 

Jan. 31st. Monday.—Mr. G. called upon us, with our little paper in his hand, 
}have shown your paper to Moung Zah, and begged him not to deceive you, but 
to say distinctly what hopes you might be allowed toentertain. He replied, “ Telk 
them, that there is not the least possibility of obtaining the object stated in this 
paper, Should they wait ever so long ; therefore, let them go about their business.” 

I now thought of one more expedient; and taking out the manuscript tract 
the emperor threw down, I handed it to Mr. G. This is a brief view of the Chris- 
tian religion. Do you present it, in our name, to Moung Zah, and persuade him 
to read it, or hear it read. We have indeed no hope of its efficacy ; but it is our 
Jast resort, and God may help us in the extremity. He took it with some feeling, 
and promised to do his best. 

Before leaving us he communicated the important intelligence, that the emperor, 
flushed with his late victory over the Cassays, had determined on war with Siam, 
and intended, next fall, to march in personto Pegu, below Rangoon, and there es- 
tablish his head-quarters. 

After Mr. G. left us we,went to visit Mr. R. We were formerly acquainted with 
him in Rangoon; and he would now have assisted us, had he not been out of the 
favour of thenew emperor. We related all our proceedings, and the disappoint- 
ment of our hopes. I knew it would be so, replied he, when you first called on 
me; but I was not willing to discourage you from making trial for yourselves. 
He then related the following story, with the substance of which we were pre: 
yiously acquainted. 

“ About fifteen years ago, the Roman Catholic priests converted to their faith a 
Burman teacher of talents and distinction. They took great pains to indoctrinate 
him thoroughly in their religion, and entertained great hope of his usefulness in 
their cause. After his return from Rome, whither they had sent him to complete 
his Christian education, he was accused by his nephew, a clerk in the high court 
of the empire, of having renounced the established religion. The emperor, who, 
it must be remembered, was far from approving the religion of Boodh, ordered 
that he should be compelled to recant. The nephew seized his uncle, cast him 
into prison and fetters, caused him to be beat and tortured continually; and at 
length, had recourse to the torture of the iron mall. With this instrument, he 
was gradually beaten, from the ends of his feet up to his breast, until his body 
was little else but one livid wound. Mr. R. was one of those that stood by and 
gave money to the executioners, to induce them to strike gently. At every blow, 
the sufferer pronounced the name of Christ, and declared afterwards, that he felt 
but little or no pain. When he was at the point of death, under the hands of his 
tormentors, some persons who pitied his case, went to the emperor, with a state- 
ment, thaf he was a madman, and knew not what he was about; on which the 
emperor gave orders for his release. The Portuguese took him away, concealed 
him till he was able to move, then sent him privately in a boat to Rangoon, and 
thence by ship to Bengal, where he finished his days. Since then, the Roman 
priests, of whom there are four only in the country, have done nothing in the 
Way of proselyting, but confined their labours to their own flocks, which are come 
posed of the descendants of foreigners. The man who accused his uncle, is now 
¥or., Il.—-Ne. XV 2E 
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the very first of the private ministers of state, taking rank before Moung Zah: 
‘Furthermore, the present chief queen, who has great influence with his majesty, 
is and ever has been particularly attached to the religion and the priests of Boodh.” 
Mr. R. also confirmed the information we had received of approaching war with 
Siam. 

Our case could not be more desperate. We directly returned to the boat, anq 
ordered our people to sell off all unnecessary articles, and be ready to start, a 
soon as our passport could be obtained. 

Fen. 1st.—Went to Mya-day-men, and applied for a passport to Rangoon. He 
appeared willing to oblige us; but said we must make formal application to Moung 
Zuh. 

Fes. 2d.—Went to various places, and made various inquiries and application; 
for a passport. Ascertained, that it was absolutely necessary, in our case, to pm. 
cure a special one from the high court of the empire. 

Frs. 3d.—Sent our head man, and some of our people, with a petition to Moung 
Zah After they had gone off, we called on Mr. G. He informed us that the 
tract had been presented to Moung Zah, and read in his presence. After listen. 
ing to the whole of it, instead of throwing it down, or even returning it, he com. 
mitted it to one of his people to keep, saying to Mr. G. “The doctrines ant 
commands are very good; but it will be a long time, before Burmans can be 
convinced that there is a God and Saviour.” After this interview with Moun 
Zah, Mr. G. was summoned before the emperor. His majesty among other 
things, inquired about the foreign teachers. Mr. G. told him our country, our 
character, and our object. The emperor observed that the Portuguese priest 
had told him very different things, particularly, that we were a sect of Zan 
dees, (a race very obnoxious to former emperors). Mr. G. endeavoured to vin. 
dicate our character ; but the emperor appeared quite avetse to hearing any thing 
in our favour. What, said he, laughing, they have come, presuming to convert 
us to their religion. Let them leave ourcapital. We have no desire to receive 
their instructions. Perhaps they may find some of their countrymen in Rangoon, 
who may be willing to listen to them. 

M:. G. now advised us to obtain a royal order protecting us personally from 
molestation, while we should remain in the country, otherwise, said he, as it will 
be notorious that you have solicited royal patronage, and been refused, you will 
lie at the mercy of every ill-disposed person. 

This suggestion of Mr. G. occupied our thoughts the rest of the day. We 
finally concluded, that as such an order would cost several hundred ticals, we 
would prefer trusting in the Lord, to keep us and our poor disciples. 

At night, our people returned. They had found Moung Zah, and presented 
the petition for a passport, to which he made no other reply, but ‘Come to-mor- 
row.” 

Fern. 4th.--Sent the people early in the morning, with a handsome present to 
Moung Zah. They returned late at night. He accepted the present, and assur- 
ed them, he would do our business to-morrow. 

Fes. Sth—Sent the people as usual, our trusty Moung Nau accompanying 
them, with a quantity of silver. This did the business. Late in the evening, I 


had the pleasure of taking into my hand the pointed palm-leaf. It has cost us 
the value of thirty dollars. 
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Fes. 6th.—Pushed off from the beach of O-ding-mau. Icould moralize half an 
hour on the apt resemblance, the beautiful congruity between the desolate state 
of our feelings and the sandy barren surf.ce of this miserable beach. But “ ’tis 
idle all.’ Let the beach and our sorrow go together. Something better wilt 
turn up to-morrow. 

Fes. 12th.—Reached Pyee, 230 miles from Ava; our descent on the river being, 
ofcourse, much more rapid than our ascent. Here, to our great surprise, we 
met with the teacher Moung Shwa Gnong. He had come up from Rangoon, a 
few days ago, to visit an old acquaintance, who was dangerously ill; expects to 
return shortly ; would gladly go with us, if we could wait a day or two. We stated 
to him all our adventures at court, the distressing result of theexpedition, and 


| the presentdanger of propagating or professing the religion of GiiPist, and wound 


off with the story of the iron mall. He appeared to be less affected and intimidated 
by the relation, than we could have expected. Indeed, his language was rather 
too high for the occasion. I therefore told him that it was not for him that we 
were concerned, but for those who had become disciples of Christ. When they 
were accused and persecuted, they could not worship ~t the pagodas, or recant 
before the Mangen teacher. He felt the force of the reflection, and tried to ex- 
plain his past conduct. Say nothing, said I; one thing you know to be true, that, 
when formerly accused, if you had not, in some way or other, satisfied the mind 
of the Mangen teacher, your life would not now be remaining in your body. Then, 
said he, if I must die, I shall die in a good cause. I know it is the cause of truth. 
He then repeated, with considerable emphasis, the most prominent points of his 
present faith, as follows—“ J believe in the Eternal God, in his Son Jesus Christ, 
in the atonement which Christ hus made, and in the writings of the uposties, as the 
true and only wordof God.’ Perhaps, continued he, you may not remember, that 
during one of my last visits, you told me, that I was trusting in my own undere 
standing, rather than the divine word. From that time I have seen my errour, 
and endeavoured to renounce it. Yeu explained to me also the evil of worship- 
ping at pagodas, though I told you, that my heart did not partake in the wort- 
ship. Since you left Rangoon, I have not lifted up my folded hands before a pa- 
goda. It is true, I sometimes follow the crowd, on days of worship, in order to 
avoid persecution, but I walk up one side of the pagoda, and walk down the 
other. Now you say, that Iam nota disciple. What lack I yet?” 1 was now 
satisfied that he had made a little advance, since our last interview, which re- 
quired a corresponding advance on my side. [ replied, therefore, Teacher, you 
may be a disciple of Christ in heart, but you are not a full disciple. You have 
not faith and resolution enough to keep all the commands of Christ, particularly 
that which requires you to be baptized, though in the face of persecution and 
death. Consider the words of Jesus, just before he returned to heaven, “ He 
that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.” He received this communication 
in profound silence, and with that air, which [ have observed to come upon him, 
when he takes a thing into serious consideration. Soon after, I hinted our inten- 
tion of leaving Rangoon, since the emperor had virtually prohibited the propa- 
gation of the Christian religion, and no Burman, under such circumstances, 
Would dare to investigate, much less to embrace it. This intelligence evidently 
roused him, and showed us that we had more interest in his heart than we 
thought. « Say not so,” said he, “there are some who will investigate, not- 
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withstanding ; and rather than have you quit Rangoon, E will go myself to the 
Mangen teacher, and have a public dispute. Iknow I can silence him. I know 
the truth is on my side.” Ah, said I, you may have a tongue to silence him, byt 
he has a pair of fetters and an iron mall to tame you. Remember that. Thig 
was the substance of our conversation, though much more prolix ; and he left ys 
about nine o’clock at night. 

This interview furnished matter for conversation till past midnight, and kept 
us awake much of the remainder of the night. Perhaps on arriving in Rangoon, 
we shall find the disciples firm, and some others seriously inquiring. Perhaps 
we shall discover some appearances of a movement of the divine Spirit. Perhaps 
the Lord Jesus has a few chosen ones, whom he intends to call in, under the most 
unpropitious ang@pforbidding circumstances. Perhaps he intends to show, that jt 
is not by might, nor by power, but by his Spirit. In a word, perhaps in the last 
extremity, God will help us. Ought we, then, hastily to forsake the place? 
Ought we to desert those of the disciples that we cannot take with us, and some 
others, for whom perhaps Christ died, in such an interesting crisis of their fate} 
Would it be rashness to endeavour to trust in God, and maintain the post, though 
disallowed by government, and exposed to persecution? But again, can we beg 
to see our dear disciples in prison, in fetters, under torture ? Can we stand by 
them, and encourage them to bear patiently the rage of their persecutors? Ar 
we willing to participate with them? Though the spirit may be sometimes 4. 
most willing, is not the flesh too weak ? 

Pondering on such topics as these, a little ray of hope seemed to shine out of 
the darkness of our despair. But it was not like the soft beam of the moon, 
which kindly shines on the path of the benighted pilgrim, and guides him tos 
place of shelter. It was rather like the angry gleam of lightning, which, whil 
for a moment it illumines the landscape around, discloses the black magazines 
of heaven’s artillery, and threatens death to the unwary gazer- 

Fes. 18th.—Arrived in Rangoon. 

Pes. 20th. Lord’s Day.—In the evening, I called the three disciples together, and 
gave them a connected account of the affair at Ava, that they might have a full 
understanding of the dangers of their present condition, and the reasons of our 
intended departure from Rangoon. We expected, that after being destitute of 
all the means of grace for some time, and after seeing their teachers driven away 
from the presence of their monarch in disgrace, they would become cold in theit 
affections, and have but little remaining zeal for a cause thus proscribed and er 
posed topersecution. Wethought, that if one out of the tliree remained firm, it was 
as much as we could reasonably hope for. But how delightfully were we disappoint: 
ed. They all, to a man, appeared immoveab!y the same, yea; rather advanced in 
zeal and energy. They vied with each other, in trying to explain away difficulties, 
and to convince us, that the cause was not yet quite desperate. But whither 
are the teachers going ? was, of course, an anxious inquiry. We told them, that 

t was our intention never to desert Burmah; but that since the emperor had re 
iused to tolerate our religion, we thought it necessary to leave, for a time, those 
parts of the empire which are immediately under his dominion; that there is 3 
tract of country, lying between Bengal and Arrakan, which, though under the 
government of Benzal, is chiefly inhabited by Arrakanese, who speak a language 
similar to the Burman, the district being really a part of Arrakan, one component 
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of the present Burman empire; that formerly a teacher from Bengal (De 

Bruyn) lived at Chittagong, the principal town in that district, and baptized sev- 
eral converts, who, at his death, were left destitute of all instruction to the pre- 
sent time ; and that, in view of these considerations, it was our purpose to pro- 
ceed thither, in hope of finding that toleration which was denied us in Rangoon, 
We then asked them severally what they would do. Moung Nau had previously 
told us, that he would follow us to any part of the world. He was only afraid 
that he should bea burden to us; for, not being acquainted with another lan- 

, he might not be able to get his living ina strangeland. As for me, said 
Moung Thahlah, I gowhere preaching is tobe had. Moung Bya was silent and 
thoughtful, At last he said, that asno Burman woman is allowed to leave the 
country, he could not, on account of his wife, follow the teachers; but (continu. 
ed he, with some pathos,) if I must be left here alone, f shall remain performing 
the duties of Jesus Christ’s religion; no other shall I think of. This interview 
with the disciples rejoiced our hearts, and caused us to praise God for the grace 
which he has manifested to them. | 

Frs. 24th.—We have spent three or four days in inquiring about Chittagong, 
and the prospect of getting a passage directly thither, or by the way of Bengal. 

This evening, Moung Bya came up with his brother-in-law, Moung Myat-yah, 
who has lived in our yard several months, and formerly attended worship in the 
tayat. Ihave come, said Moung Bya, to petition that you will not leave Ran- 
goon at present. I think, replied I, that it is useless to remain under present cir- 
cumstances. We cannot open the zayat; we cannot have public worship; no 
Burman will dare to examine this religion ; and if none examine, none can be ex- 
pected to embrace it. “ Teacher,” said he, “my mind is distressed ; Ican neither 
eat nor sleep, since I find you are going away. Ihave been around among those 
who live near us, and I find some who are even now examining the new religion. 
Brother Myat-yah is one of them, and he unites with me in my petitions. 
(Here Myat-yah assented that it was so.) Do stay with us a few months. Do stay 
till there are eiglit or ten disciples. Then appoint one to be the teacher of the 
rest; I shall not be concerned about the event ; though you should leave the coun- 
try, the religion will spread of itself. The emperor himself cannot stop it. But 
if you go now, and take the two disciples that can follow, I shall be left alone. I 
cannot baptize those who may wish to embrace this religion. What can I do?” 
Moung Nau came in, and expressed himself in asimilar way. He thought, that 
several would yet become disciples, in spite of all opposition, and that it was 
best for us to stay awhile. We could not restrain our tears at hearing all this; 
and we told them, that as we lived only for the promotion of the cause of Christ 
among the Burmans, if there was any prospect of success in Rangoon, we had no 
desire to go to another place, and would, therefore, re-consider the matter. 

Fen. 26th—Moung Shwa-boo, a sedate and pleasant man, who came to live in 
our yard, just before we went to Ava, accompanied Moung M yat-yah to the usual 
evening worship. When we were about breaking up, Moung Thahlah began con- 
versation, by saying, ‘* Teacher, your intention of going away, has filled us all 
with trouble. Is it good to forsake us thus? Notwithstanding present difficul- 
ties and dangers, it is to be remembered, that this work is not yours or ours, but 
the work of God. If he give light, the religion will spread. Nothing can im- 
pede it.” After conversing some time, I found that Moung Louk, another in- 
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habitant of the yard, had been listening without. Accordingly, he was inviteg 
to take his seat with the inquirers. Moung Bya now began to be in earnest, hig 
arm was elevated, and his eyes brightened. ‘Let us all,” gaid he, “ make an ef. 
fort. Asfor me, I will pray. Only leave a little church of ten, with a teacher 
set over them, and I shall be fully satisfied.” Moung Nau took a very active part 
in the conversation. The three new ones said nothing, except that they were de. 
sirous of considering the religion of Christ. None of them, however, were will. 
ing to admit, that, as yet, he believed any thing. 

We felt that it was impossible for us ail to leave these people, in these inter. 
esting cireumstances ; and, at the same time, we felt it very important that Chit. 
tagong should not be neglected. Under these circumstances, we came to the 
conclusion, that brother Colman should proceed immediately to Chittagong, 
collect the Arrakanese converts, and form a station, to which ‘new missionaries 
from the Board may at first repair, and to which I may ultimately flee, with those 
of the disciples that can leave the country, when we find that persecution is s9 
violent, as to suppress all further inquiry, and render it useless and rash to re. 
main; that I should remain in Rangoon, until the state of things becomes thus 
desperate, and then endeavour to join brother C. in Chittagong ; but that, if, con. 
trary to our expectation, the Rangoon station should, after a lapse of several 
months, appeaf to be tenable, and that for an indefinite time, and some work be 
evidently going on, brother C. after settling one or two missionaries in Chitta. 
gong, to keep that place, should rejoin me in Rangoon. 

Fes. 27th, Lord’s Day.—Had private worship in the zayat—the front Goors 
closed—none present but the disciples and inquirers. 

Fes. 28th—A visit from Moung Shwa Gnong. He had considered (he said) 
my last words, that one must believe, and be baptized, in order to be a full dis- 
ciple; it was his desire to be such; and he wanted to know what outward rules, 
in particular, he must observe, in case he should become a professor. I told 
him, that the disciples of Christ, after baptism, were associated together; that 
they assembled every Lord’s day for worship; and that, from time to time, they 
received the sacrament of bread and wine. Ithen warned him of the dan- 
ger of self-deception, and of the persecution to which disciples were exposed in 
this country, and advised hi to re-consider the matter most thoroughly, before 
he made a definite request for baptism. 

After he had gone, Oo Yan (mentioned Dec. 19th,) came in—was disappointed 
in not finding Moung Shwa Gnong, having agreed to meet him at the mission 
house. We had a long conversation on doctrinal points, in which he discovered 
a very acute, discriminating mind. 

Mancu 2d.—Another visit from Oo Yan. Venture to indulge a little hope, 
that truth is beginning to operate on his mind. 

Marca Sth, Lord's Day.—Private worship, as last Lord’s day. In the even- 
ing, received the sacrament of bread and wine. Moung Nau was not present, 
having gone on a visit to Bau-lay, his native place. Had arefreshing and hap- 
py season, with the two other disciples. Two of the inquirers were spectators. 

Marcu 8th.—In the evening, had a very pleasant and instructive conference 
with the disciples and inquirers. Moung Thah-lah appeared to great advantage. 
Took the lead in explaining trath to the new ones, and quoéted scripture with 
singular facility and aptness. He has most evidently very correct views of the 








Extracts from Mr. Judson’s Journal. 235 


doctrines of grace. Moung Myat-yah appears to begin to discern the excellence 
of the Christian system, and to have some right feelings towards the Saviour. 
Manca 10th.—Moung Shwa Gnong and Oo Yan have been with me several 
hours; but the interview has afforded very little encouragement. ‘The former 
said but little on his own account,—appearing chiefly desirous of convincing and 
persuading his friend, that he might gain (as I secretly suspected) some com- 
panion of his own rank in life, before he embraced the new religion. The latter 
acted on the defensive, and spent all his time in raising objections. He was 


‘ready to admit, that the atheistic system of the Boodhists, was not tenable; but 


endeavoured to fortify himself on a middle system, between that and the Chris- 
tian, the very system, in which Moung Shwa Gnong formerly rested, and which, 
for distinction’s sake, may be fitly termed the semi-atheistic. Its fundamental 
doctrine is, that divine wisdom, not concentrated in any existing spirit, or em- 
bodied in any form, but diffused throughout the universe, and partaken in dif- 
ferent degrees, by various intelligences, and in a very high degree by the Boodhs, 
js the true and only God. This poor system, which is evidently guilty of sui- 
cide, Oo Yan made every possible effort to keep alive; but J really think, that, 
in his own mind, he felt the case to be hopeless. His mode of reasoning is, how- 
ever, soft, insinuating and acute ; and so adroitly did he act his part, that Moung 
Shwa Gnong, with his strong arm, and 1, with the strength of truth, were scarce- 
ly able to keep him down. 

Marca 13th.—TVhe teacher and Oo Yan, with two of their friends, came and 
spent several hours. The former staid later than the others, and attended even- 
ing worship. I asked him, whether there was any point in the Christian system, 
on which he had not obtained satisfaction. He replied that he was not yet satis- 
fied as to the propriety of God’s appointing one particular day in the week, for 
assembling together, in distinction from all other days. I saw, at once, why he 
has always been so remiss in attending worship on the Lord's day ; and I there- 
fore proceeded to state the nature of positive commands, and their peculiar ex- 
cellence, as the best test of obedience ;—that it was evidently beneficial for the 
disciples of Christ to assemble sometimes ;—that God, in appointing that such 
an assembly should be held at least one day in seven, must be supposed to be 
guided by wisdom, infinitely transcending that of man ;—that if the disciples of 
Christ are to meet once at least in seven days, it is evidently best tohave the day 
of meeting designated, in order to secure their general union and concert ;—and 
that the first day of the week had at least this claim to preference, that it is the 
day on which our Saviour rose from the dead. I descanted on these points to 
his apparent satisfaction; but let us see whether he will come next Lord’s day. 

Later in the evening, had an instructive conference with Moung Myat-yah 
and Moung Shwa-boo. They both appear to have obtained some of that light, 
which, like the dawn of morning, shineth more and more unto perfect day. 

Marcu 15th.—Another visit from the teacher, accompanied with his wife and 
child. Again discussed the necessity of assembling on the Lord’s day. Found 
that the sacraments of baptism and the supper are, in his mind, liable to similar 
objections. Forsook, therefore, all human reasoning, and rested the merits of the 
case on the bare authority of Christ, “‘ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.” Notwithstanding the remains of his deistical spirit, however, 
‘obtained, during tbis visit, more satisfactory evidence of his real conversion, 
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than ever before. He said, that he knew nothing of an eternally existing God, 
before he met with me; that on hearing that doctrine, he instantly believed it; 
but that it was a long time, before he closed with Christ. Can you recollect the 
time, said I. Not precisely, he replied; but it was during a visit, when you dig. 
coursed concerning the Trinity, the divine sonship of Jesus, and the great suffer, 
ings which he, though truly God, endured for his disciples. He afterward, 
spoke, with much Christian feeling, on the preciousness of the last part of the 
sixth chapter of Matthew, which he heard me read, ‘day before yesterday, 9 
evening worship. 

Manca 19th. Lord’s Day.—Looked in vain for the teacher and his acquaint. 
ances. 

Manca 21st.—Moung Thah-lah introduced one of his relations, by name Moung 
Shwa-ba, as desirous of considering the Christian religion. Spent an bour or two 
in conversing with him. He was afterwards present at evening worship, and staid 
to converse, after the rest had retired. 

Manca 22d.—Another conversation with Moung Shwa-ba. He appears to he 
under deep religious impressions, His language and his looks evince an uncom. 
mon solemnity of spirit, an earnest desire to be saved from the wrath to come, 
After praying with him, I left him in company with Moung Thah-lah. 

Marca 23d.—In the morning, Moung Thah-lah informed me, that he and his 
friend had sat up the greater part of the night, in the zayat, reading and con. 
versing and praying. In the afternoon, Moung Shwa-ba came in himself. His 
expressions are very strong; but I have no reason to doubt his sincerity. It only 
seems strange to us, that a work of grace should be carried on so rapidly, in 
the soul of an ignorant heathen. He presented a writing containing a statemett 
of his faith, and an urgent request to be baptized next Lord’s day. 

Marca 24th.—Spent all the evening with Moung Shwa-ba. Feel satisfied 
that he has experienced a work of divine grace; but think it adviseable to defer 
his baptism, till Sunday after next, in order to allow him fuli time to re-examine 
the religion and the foundation of his hopes. 

Manca 26th. Lord’s Day.—Three women present at worship—acquaintances 
of Moung Shwa Gnony. They have visited Mr. J. once or twice before. The 
principal of them renounced Gaudama, some years ago, and adopted the semi- 
atheistic system, but without obtaining any real satisfaction. Two years ago, 
she met with a copy of the tract, which gave her an idea of an eternally existing 
God ; but she knew not whence the paper came. At length, Moung Shwa Gnong 
told her, that he had found the true wisdom, and directed her tous. Her case 
appears very hopeful. 

In the evening, after worship, had a protracted conversation with the disciples 
and inquirers, on account of brother Colman’s intended departure to-morrow. 
Moung Shwa-ba appeared very well indeed. Moung Myat-yah said—“ Set me 
down for a disciple. I have fully made up my mind, in regard to this religion. I 
love Jesus Christ: but Iam not yet quite ready for baptism.” After we dis 
missed them, they went over to the zayat of their own accord, and held a prayef 
meeting. 

And here I must close my journal. We have spent the last evening with out 
very dear brother and sister Colman. They expect to embark to-morrow morn- 
jng. Our parting is mournful; for happy, uncommonly happy has been out 
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gst intercourse. Nothing, but a sense of duty, could force the present separa- 
tion. We hope that it will be of short duration, and that we shall soon re-unite 
our labours in Chittagong or Rangoon. 

On their departure, Mrs. J. and myself will again be left to our former “ loneli- 
ness of lot.” In this situation, we renewedly commend ourselves to the remem- 


brance and the prayers of the Board. 


——ED > Gee 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. James Colman, dated Rangoon, March 25, 1820. 


YOU will learn from our public letters, that we have recently applied to the 
ruler of Burmah for permission to propagate the religion of Jesus, in his do- 
minions, and that he promptly refused to comply with our request. On our re- 
turn to Rangoon, considering the intolerant spirit manifested by the emperor, 
and consequently, the great disadvantages which must attend missionary efforts 
in this country, we determined to leave it without delay, hoping that the Lord 
would open to us another field, in which we might labour without restraint. But 
as we were on the point of engaging a passage to Calcutta, three or four persons 
commenced a solemn examination of religion. This pleasing and unexpected cir- 
cumstance, together with the earnest solicitations of the three disciples, has 
caused an alteration of ourplan, Brother Judson has concluded to remain a lit- 
tle longer in Rangoon, while I expect to proceed immediately to Chittagong, a 
town situated on the borders of the Burman empire; but under the authority of 
the English. Here, if practicable, a mission will be established, and hither broth- 
er Judson will repair, in case missionary operations are suspended in Rangoon. 1 
feel a pleasure in adding, that two of the above-mentioned inquirers give satisfac- 
tory evidence of a gracious change. One has requested baptism, and will, we 
suspect, be favoured with the ordinance in a few days, 

Perhaps some will begin to think, that, as there are so many difficulties attend- 
ing the Burman mission, it is best to relinquish it altogether. But while Bur- 
mans are willing, in prospect of persecution and death, to examine and embrace 
the Gospel, let not Christians at home be discouraged from sending ii to them. 
Is it a suitable time to leave a people, when the Holy Spirit is operating on their 
minds, and creating in them ardent desires to know the way which leads to eter- 
nal life ? True, the number of our inquirers is small; but if there is only one, his 
soul is worth more than the wealth of the world; nor should it perish for want 
of Christian instruction. I freely confess that nothing would tempt me to leave 
the station in Rangoon, were it not for the advice of my senior in the mission, and 
for the purpose of preparing a place of refuge in case of imminent danger from 
the Burman government. 

The Burmans who have joined us, continue to give increasing evidence of be- 
ing real Christians. Their attachment to us, and to the gospel, has not, in the 
Jeast, diminished by our disappointment at Aya. Indeed, this event has awakened 
their zeal. It is owing, in a great measure, to their exertions and entreaties, that 
the mission is continued in Rangoon. They are not insensible of the danger to 
which their conduct exposes them; but they act like men who are convinced of 
the rectitude of their proceedings, and of the important truth, that it is better to 
Vor, I¥.—No. XV. 2F 
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suffer for Christ in this world, than to endure the pains of hell in the world ts 
come. We cannot, indeed, determine how they would conduct in the fire of per- 
secution; but from their present deportment, there is reason to hope that they have 
a claim to the divine promises, and would, in the day of trial, experience their 
supporting influence.—Commending these sheep, literally placed among wolves, 
and the Burman mission, to your prayers, I remain yours in gospel bonds, &c. 








BIBLE SOCIETIES, &c. 





——--—-- -— 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


THE sixteenth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible Society was held 
May 3d, at Freemason’s Hall, London. Lord Teignmouth, the President, on 
opening the meeting, presented letters from the archbishop of Tuam, the bishop 
of Cloyne, the bishop of Norwich, the bishop of Durham, and from the right ho- 
nourable Mr. Vansittart. 

An abstract of the Report was then read by the Rev. John Owen, assisted by 
the Rev. Daniel Wilson ; from which it appeared that, in France, their exertions 
had answered their most sanguine expectations, The duke d’Angouleme hadex. 
pressed himself most friendly towards the society and their objects, and the duke 
de Cazes had subscribed 1000 livres in support of their funds.—I{n the United 
States and their dependencies, Christians of every denomination, and even Jews, 
exhibit the most earnest desire to possess the Scriptures, and to support the so- 
cieties by which they are distributed.—_F rom Switzerland, Hanover, Saxony, Wir. 
temberg, Prussia, Denmark, Russia, Sweden, and Norway, the intelligence was of 
the most gratifying kind. Similar accounts had been received from the Ionian 
islands, and from Athens, where Bible Societies have been established.—The 
Eighth Report of the Calcutta Bible Society, and that from Madras and its de- 
pendencies, furnished abundant proof of its advantages.—In China, though the 
jealous power of the government still operates to prevent the admission of the holy 
Scriptures ; yet well founded hopes are entertained, that the exertions which are 
making will eventually succeed in diffusing the light of the gospel over that vast 
empire. Under the direction of Dr. Morrison, the whole Bible has now been 
translated into the Chinese language, and the one thousand pounds voted by the 
society for that object had been duly appropriated.—The New South Wales Bible 


Society had been zealously supported by the civil, military, and ecclesiastical au- 


thorities in the colony, and its establishment promised the most beneficial results. 
—The reports which had been made from the South Sea islands were most grati+ 
fying. The whole gospel of Luke had been translated into the Otaheitan lan- 
guage, and three thousand copies had been printed and nearly distributed.—In 
Africa and America, the kingdom of Hayti, and the Western Archipelago, there 
was unquestionable evidence of the great and growing success of that holy cause 
in which the Society is engaged. 

The issues of Bibles and Testaments within the year, have been 115,775 Bibles, 
141,108 Testaments; making a total, issued by the Society, in somewhat less than 
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fifteen years, of more than TWO MILLIONS FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
qtHovusAND Bibles and Testaments. 


The Cash Account appears to stand as follows : l. oe 

Total net receipts, - - . : Z 4 93,033 6 7 
Which included —— i. s. d. 
Contributions from auxiliary societies, . $1,129 6 3 


Receipts for Bibles and Testaments, Re- 
ports, and Monthly Extracts, - - - 50,004 8 5 
Total net payments, - : ° : - 123,847 12 §$ 

In an address delivered by Mr. Ward,* of Serampore, on the occasion, he re- 
marks :—‘ Some females there, actuated by superstition, submit to be burned 
alive on the funeral piles of their husbands. It has, indeed, been said, and I wish 
we had proofs that it had been said truly, that this custom is on the decline in 
India; I fear it is rather on the increase. Inthe year 1815 the number of females 
burned or buried alive, under the Bengal presidency, amounted to between four 
and five hundred; in 1816 to between six and seven hundred ; and, in 1817, seven 
hundred and six females suffered in this manner in that presidency. Now, my 
lord, with these facts before us, need we any farther proofs of the want of Chris. 
tianity in India ‘” 

R. Grant, Esq.—‘‘ You have gained conquests unknown to former conquerors ; 
but what have been your arms? They have been new indeed. You recollect when 
one of the ancient warriors sent his sword to one who returned it as not being in- 
yincible. ‘I sent you my sword,’ said the warrior, ‘ but not the arm which wield- 
ed it:” but I mention this, because it really suggests a noble contrast: it is not 
the arm, but the sword with you ; it is not the vigour of your thrust, but the ex. 
cellence of your metal.” 


| 2 ¢ Ga 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


WE have a distressing report to make of the state of the infant colony, which 
our American brethren are attempting to establish on these shores. The particu. 
lars which we are about to give, have been communicated to us by Mr. James 
Doughen, the only survivor of all the whites engaged in this undertaking. 

The Elizabeth, a vessel chartered, first by the society, but ultimately by the 
American government, for carrying out the colonists, arrived at Sierra Leone on 
the 9th of March. There the Augusta schooner was purchased, for the purpose 
of transhipping the people and stores. The Augusta was commanded by Mr. 
Townshend, midshipman of the American sloop of war which was sent to cruise 
on the coast for a year; and she was manned by six men and one boy from the 


* We have heard, with satisfaction, of the arrival of Mr. Ward in this country. 
His object in visiting America is to raise funds for completing a college at Serame 
pore; which, it is believed, will, with the blessing of the Lord, contribute, to a 
very great degree, to the advancement of the knowledge of Christ in India. We 
have already, in a former number, laid before our readers an outline of the plan. 
The public will speedily have an opportunity of testifying their love for the souls 
of the heathen, and their readiness to promote a project which promises so 
great a mass of usefulness. 
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sloop. The Elizabeth proceeded to within twenty-five miles of Campelar, ang 
the Augusta transported the stores and settlers from the Elizabeth to Campelar, 

Campelar is a small island in Sherbro Bay, belonging to Mr. Kizell, whose 
name occurs frequently in the Journal of Mr. Mills. He is an African by birth ; 
and was one of the first settlers, from America, at Sierra Leone. 

The colony was to consist of four Americans, whites, and eighty-two coloured 
people—men, women, and children. The Rev. Samuel Bacon, a clergyman of the 
American Episcopal church, and John P. Bankson, Esq. were appointed agents 
for the American government in the establishment of the colony. Dr. Crozer, a 
physician, accompanied the expedition, as agent from the Colonization Society ; 
and Mr. James Doughen had the appointment of architect. 

On the 20th of March the Augusta reached Campelar. The transhipment im. 
mediately began. ‘The exertions made in this work appear to have been greater 
than a due consideration of health would allow. The people were anxious to get 
the stores landed at Campelar, to wait there during the present rains, and then to 
settle on Sherbro island. 

Mr. Bankson and Dr. Crozer were first seized with fever. In about three weeks 
Dr. Crozer died. Mr. Townshend followed. Mr. Bacon being taken ill, was car. 
ried from Campelar to Kent, at Cape Shilling; but died, two days after his ar. 
rival, on the 3d of May. Mr. Bankson then fell a victim, and was followed by 
the six men and the boy who manned the Augusta, Out of twelve Americans, 
eleven thus, in this short space of time, breathed out their lives on the shores of 
Afr.ca' Of the coloured people, fifteen died. Of the survivors, Mr. Daniél 
Coker, a mulatto, who accompanied the colony as a free emigrant, took charge; 
having been appointed by Dr. Crozer, in the view of his own decease, deputy 
agent for the society. Subsequently to the death of the leaders of the expedition, 
a palaver had been held with king Sherbro, Kong Couber his son, and king Fara: 
It was settled that the people should remove from Campelar to Sherbro island; 
and should fix themselves near to Manno, a town on that island. 

Mr. Doughen, after the melancholy loss of his companions, proceeded to Sierra 
Leone, where he was received with great kindness by the governor, colonists, and 
missionaries. He left the colony on the 2d of July, in the brig Elizabeth, captain 
Spence, who kindly gave him a passage, and arrived in London on the 18th of 
August. [ London Missionary Register. 


Tue attention of our readers is especially requested to the above intelligence 
respecting the colonists at Sherbro. {t corrects the report which has been copied 
into all our papers, that the whole colony, excepting one, had died of diseases in- 
cidental to the climate. The officer, who wrote the letter from which this report 
took its origin, doubtless meant to be understood,—not that the colony had be- 
come extinct, not that the coloured people were mostly dead,—-but that of twelve 
whites, who accompanied the colony to Sherbro, eleven had fallen victims to dis- 
ease. Of eighty-two coloured people, men, women, and children, it seerns, from 
the latest intelligence, that only fifteen have died, and that sixty-seven yet remain. 
This loss is truly afflictive, and looks like a frown in Providence; but then, 
things are not so bad as we feared, and we see no reason why the public should 
be discouraged in their benevolent attempts to meliorate the condition of the 
coloured people of this country, and of the African continent. 
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The following remarks from the National Intelligencer, are worthy of notice, 
not only from the good sense they contain, but from the fact that they may be 
considered as the views of the Colonization Society and of our Government. 
after speaking in high terms of the Rev. Mr. Bacon, whose loss they particular. 
ly regret, they say :— | 

« But we do not, from this untoward event, at all despair of the ultimate ac. 
complishment of the object of this government and of the Colonization Societies, 
The errour was palpably in the agent’s remaining too long on the low coast of 
that country, which, like similar points of our own coast, the Delta of the Missis- 
sippi for example, is scarcely habitable at certain seasons of the year. A better 
spot must be selected; the emigrants must settle on more elevated ground, at a 
farther distance from the water, and better adapted for tillage, as agriculture 
will be the first and principal occupation of the settlers. If we consult the his. 
tory of the settlement of all nations, we shall find that the first parties of settlers 
have frequently fallen a sacrifice to imprudence in their location, to improvidence, 
or to ignorance of the peculiarities of the climate. Such was remarkably the 
case with the first settlers of Virginia; but they persevered; reinforcements 
were sent out—in the course of time they selected healthy situations, defended 
themselves against disease by the modes which experience pointed out to them— 
and flourished and multiplied until they became what the commonwealth of Vir. 
ginia now is. Let then the friends of the great plan of restoring the Africans to 
the home of their fathers, and the government which co-operates with them, 
without stopping to grieve at what cannot be repaired, turn their attention to the 
means of prevention of similar disasters, and of thus securing to their efforts the 
success which they merit.” 

“ The book of Providence,” says Horne, “ is best understood when read back- 
wards.” With this remark before us, we shall find reason to raise our hopes, on 
looking back to the history of past attempts to improve the condition of our 
world. Those missionary establishments, which have at first encountered the 
greatest difficulties and discouragements, have been most prospered and blessed 
in the end. We have only to look at the history of missions in Greenland, in 
some of the West India islands, in South Africa, and more especially in Otaheite, 
to see the force of this remark. God usually humbles his children, before he 
crowns their efforts with his blessing. As success must be owing to his agency, 
he usually takes care that his agency be seen and acknowledged, that He may have 
the glory.— We feel deeply interested in the efforts of the American Colonization 

Society, and doubt not they will ultimately be crowned with success. We consid- 
er that society as an important part of that grand system of benevolence which 
is to renovate the world. In a cause so great and so glorious, afflictive dispensa- 
tions of Providence should not discourage. Neither the word of God, nor the 
history of past benevoient attempts, warrant any such thing. 

It is obvious to reflect, that the constitutions of the coloured people, who com- 
pose that colony, were better adapted to the climate, than the constitutions of the 
whites ; but whether it was owing to the former class going principally from the 
southern states, and the latter from the northern—or to any thing peculiar to the 
constitution of people of colour, we pretend not to determine. One thing is cer- 
tain; they suffered less from the climate than their white brothers. 

[ Boston Recorder. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


—_————Z 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Hosea Holcombe to the Agent of the Board, 


I cannot do justice to my feelings in closing this letter, without stating a fey 

particulars respecting an Indian youth of the Creek tribe, who is among us, and 
going to school at this time: he is turned of J6, and speaks good English. at 
about 12 years of age he had a dream, which, in a few words, was as follows—H. 
saw a man holding in his hands a large book, (not less than a foot square,) tell. 
ing him that he had to learn what it contained; he replied, he knew not how ty 
learn, or what was meant by learning—his instructor told him that he must leave 
his nation, and go amongst the white people, and there he would find out, tha 
the book contained instruction necessary to his happiness, and that he could lean 
it in 50 months, he replied, he did not understand what 50 months were—it was an. 
swered, 50 moons. In a short time after he ran away from his people, in search of 
the whites: but was pursued and taken back. Since that he has come into this 
state, (Alabama,) anxious to know what is contained in the book. He has only 
been at school about two months, and has made considerable proficiency. He is 
the most anxious creature to learn that 1 ever saw. He rises early, and by the time 
he can see his letters, he is out by himself, trying to learn. He says he wants all 
his people to understand what is contained in that book, and appears to be much 
distressed on account of the deplorable state of ignorance his nation isin. I asked 
him if he believed there was a God—he said, Yes: I asked him if he thought that 
God ought to be worshipped and adored—he replied, Yes: I then asked him, if he 
prayed to God—he said, No; but he had thought for some time that he ought. I 
then inquired of him if he believed that he should live in another world—he 
said, No, he should die ; but his spirit would live. He further stated that he be: 
lieved there was a place of happiness, and of misery, which would contain all the 
whole human family. He delights to be in company with Christian people; and 
appears all attention, keeping profound silence, without some one should ask him 
a question, He appears to pay great attention to the word preached, seldom or 
never taking his eyes off the preacher while speaking. 1 could say much more 
concerning him, but this must suffice at present, 





A whiten in the Panoplist says, “ The people in this country give less than one- 
tenth part as much to spread the gospel among the destitute, especially those in 
foreign nations, as is given for that purpose by the people of Great Britain. Yet 
our population is about two-thirds as great as theirs; and I stand ready to prove, 
by a long induction of particulars, that the people of the United States are much 
more able to pay one million dollars a year for the spread of the gospel, than the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland are; or, in other words, that the payment of 
that sum does not require so great a sacrifice on our part, as on theirs. 

The Methodists of Great Britain and Ireland, who possess comparatively little 
property, give three times as much money to send the gospel abroad, as is given 
to the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Let American 
Christians consider this subject well. 
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Dortne the prevalence of the late epidemic disorder at Madras, the idolatrous 
ceremonies of the Hindoos, intended to propitiate the deity presiding over this spe- 
cies of disease, were universal and unceasing. The most preposterous impositions 
were practised on the deluded multitudes. An idol, Yagatha Ummah, which had 
been locked up by public authority for the last forty years, on account of some se- 
rious dissentions which occurred at the celebration of one of the festivals, between 
the right and left hand castes, was, by mutual consent of the contending parties, 
liberated, on due public securities ; and, being sumptuously adorned, was led forth 
in tumultuous procession throughout the settlement. Pretended incarnations of 
the offended deity were exhibited, and paraded abroad in the same manner. The 
blood of sacrifices flowed every where, without intermission ; and the ear was stun- 
ped with the continual clang of loud instruments and cries, mingling with horrid 
dissonance, but forming the only species of supplication to Heaven which the 
infatuated people could offer. Church M. 8. 


Ir is lamentable to think, that there should be any that call themselves Chris~ 
tians, and yet refuse to acknowledge this truth, (that Christ’s death is a proper 
atonement for sin,) which is woven, if I may so speak, through the whole con- 
texture both of the law and the gospel. It brings to my mind the story of an ancient 
artist; who, being employed to build a magnificent and elegant temple, had the 
ingenuity to inscribe upon it his own name, and so to incorporate it both with the 
ormaments and body of the structure, that it was impossible to efface the name, 
without, at the same time, destroying the fabric. In the same manner, Christ dy- 
ing for sin is engraven in such characters, through the whole revealed will of 
God, that it is impossible to take it away without overturning the whole system. 
It was for this end Christ came into the world; for this end he bore the name of 
Jesus, or the Saviour ; and for this end he became the High Priest of our profes- 
sion, that he might, dy one offering, for ever perfect them that are sanctified. 

Witherspoon. 





“Heroporus telleth us that in Egypt, there was Sennacherib’s statue set up, 
with this inscription : 
Eps Tis es rogewy eveeBng ecto. 
Let whosoever looketh upon me, learn to fear God. Trappe. 





“ Passtne by Tyre, from curiosity only, I came to be a mournful witness of the 
truth of that prophecy, that Tyre, the queen of nations, should be a rock for 
fishers to dry their nets on. Ezekiel xxvi. 5. Two wretched fishermen, with mis- 
erable nets, having just?given over their occupation, with very little success, I en- 
gaged them, at the expense of their nets, to drag in those places where they said 
shell-fish might be caught, in hopes to have brought out one of the famous pur- 
Ple fish. 1 did not succeed ; but in this I was, I believe, as lucky as the old fish- 
érmen had ever been. The purple fish at Tyre, seems to have been only a con- 
cealment of their knowledge of cochineal ; as had they depended on the fish for 
the dye, if the whole city of Tyre applied to nothing else but fishing, they would 
hot have coloured twenty yards of cloth in a year. Much fatigued, but satisfied 
beyond measure with what I had seen, I arrived in perfect health, at the hospita- 
Sle mansion of M. Clerambaut, at Sidon. Bruce’s Travels. 
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“© Tax manner in which faith justifies, may be illustrated by considering in 


what sense a bank note pays a demand made on any person. The intrinsic value 


of the paper is not perhaps one farthing ; but it refers the creditor to a comp 
who are engaged and‘ competent to answer the demand, and ‘herefore it is a 
counted to the debtor as so much paid in silver or gold. ‘Thus faith refers Gj 
the Father to Christ, who is able and willing to answer for every believer, ang 
therefore, it is imputed to as for righteousness.” Scots, 





Tue following curious attestation of the emperor Julian, to the miracles y 
Christ, is preserved in the works of Cyril. (lib. vi.) 

“Jesus, having persuaded a few of the vilest of your rabble, has had no fan» 
beyond three hundred years; nor did he perform, during his life, any work wort, 
hearing, unless a man fancies the HEALING OF MAIMED AND BLIND MEN, and thee. 
orcising of demons, in the villages of Bethsaida and Bethany, to be wicury py, 
FORMANCES.” 





‘‘ He that is from the evil one shows signs of no profit to any man, but the» 
tions of a good messenger are serviceable to all. For tell me, I pray, what is th 
use of making statues walk, dogs of brass or marble bark, mountains dance anj 
fly through the air, which you say Simon Magus did? But what proceeds fron 
a good man has respect to the welfare of mankind : like the actions of our Lor, 
who made the blind to see, the deaf to hear, recovered the weak and lame, droy 
away sicknesses and dzmons ; raised up the dead.” 

The Recognitions of Clement, lib. 3, 





Mr. Wanp remarks, of the Hindoo religion, that the doctrines of the Vedu x 
acknowledged all over India; the religion of Boodh, a Hindoo incarnation, pr. 
vails throughout the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, &c. Lamiiasm, spre 
throughout Tartary, may also be traced to a Hindoo origin ; and if, as is cunjee 
tured, the Fo of the Chinese be the Boodh of India, then “ far more than bil 
the population of the world remain under the influence of the superstition taugit 
in the Vedu.” 





Ropert Sreruens is thought to have been the author or inventor of verses it 
the New Testament, which, observes his son in the preface to his Concordance, 
he performed in a journey on horseback (inter eguitandum) from Paris to Lyon 





M. Humnoiprt was informed by credible witnesses, that subterraneous sounds 
like those of an organ, are beard towards sunrise, by those who sleep upon the 
granite rocks on the banks of the Oroonoko. He supposes them to arise from 
the difference of temperature between the external air and the air in the narrow 
and deep crevices of the shelves of rocks. During the day these crevices are 
heated to 48° or 50°. The temperature of their surface was often 39°, when 
that of the air was only 28°. As this difference of temperature will be a mat 
mum about sunrise, the current of air issuing from the crevices, he imagines, 
will produce sounds which may be modified b) their impulse against the elasti¢ 
films of mica that may project into the crevices. The siatement has been em 
ployed to account for the celebrated tones of the statue oi Memnon. 
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Av Pompeii, there have been recently discovered several fresh buildings, in the 
jine of the beautiful street that leads to the temple of Isis, to that of Hercules, 
and to the Theatre. Chirurgical instruments of a highly finished workmanship 
have been found, with a number of excellent paintings, representing fruits and 


animals. 
ED > Gan 


Extract of a letter to the Agent of the Board from elder Thomas Smiley, of the 
Chemung -issociation, duted July 30th, 1820. 


« _ I never expect to sce th ngs complete till I reach heaven, and join the 
song of the redeemed, ‘ Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lamb thut was slain to ree 
ceive all the glory, for thou wust slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
ke. We on his footstool, here below, rejoice on account of the display of his 
power, and the fulfilling of his high decrees, in opening a door of faith to the hea- 
then, exceeding what heretofore has been ; but I shall close my eyes on all below 
the sun ere I see the full effect of this ‘“‘red looking sky.” I often feel for our 
missionaries among the heathen, and most of all for brother and sister Judson. 
When you write him, tell him, if you please, that there is an old sinner saved by 
grace, in the wilderness on the Susquehannah, that often prays for him, yea, for 
them all.—I think Mrs. Judson must be a woman among a thousand ; her letters 
tend much to teach that she believes Christ to be att rN az,” 


. 


a ¢ Geo + 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Hardy Holeman to the Cor. Sec. dated Lincoly 
county, Tennessee, October 16th, 1820. 


We have at present a very glorious revival of religion amongst us in this west. 
ern country, and the sacred flame appears just to be kindled in the bounds of our 
association. May the Lord grant to push on his victorious conquest to earth’s 
remotest bounds. 


OBITUARY. 





REV. HENRY KEELING. 


Henny Kerxrne was born in Princess Ann county, Va. the 1th of March, 1770. 
By his parents, who were respectable and pious, ne was in early life instructed 
in the principles, and taught to conform to the rules of the Episcopal church. No 
lasting impression, however, in relation either to the nature or to the importance 
of a change of heart, seemed to be made upon his mind, until he had arrived at 
about the age of eighteen years. About that time, a church of the Baptist de- 
Romination was created in Norfolk, where he then lived. Convinced of the to» 
tal depravity of the human heart—the entire incompetency of man to effect his 
own deliverance from that curse which is consequent upon this depravity—the 
value and the importance of that atonement which for transgression was made on 
Calvary’s cross—and the absolute freeness with which the blessings of the gos- 
Vor. IL—N°. XV. 2G 
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pel are offered to perishing sinners, he made a public profession of bis decided 
attachment and devotedness to the cause of Christ. Upon a relation of the ex- 
ercises and the determinations of his mind, having submitted himself as a candj. 
date for immersion, after the example of the Redeemer and his primitive disci. 
pies, be was received into the fellowship of the church, 

Although at an early period in his Christian career, he entertained views to. 
wards the gospel-ministry ; so deeply was he convinced of the greatness and the 
awfulness of the service, that he was deterred from entering upon it, until he had 
nearly attained his thirueth year. In March 18U3, he was, by ordination, fully in. 
troduced to the pleasures, the honours, and the toils of the sacred office. His 
exertions being principally confined to churches and neighbourhoods within the 
association to which be was united, the field in which he laboured was not very 
extensive Butan opportunity thence resulted for its better cultivation. Nor wag 
this opportunity unimproved. Every means in his power was employed for ex. 
tending to others the blessings of that gospel, the excellencies of which his own 
soul realized. Three years of his life were occupied in the vicinity of Edenton, 
not without success. But in his native county, among those with whom he had 
been intimate from his infancy, especially were the people of his charge. Con. 
nected with his campaign there were no signal victories achieved over the ene. 
mies of the cross. Additions, although not in crowds, were nevertheless, by 
their frequency, rendered numerous. His public exhibitions, as well as the 
whole of his deportment, showed the incorrectness of the idea, that the doc- 
trines of grace are inconsistent with a holy life. That spiritual light which 
shone around him, while engaged in pulpit efforts, became more and more efful. 
gent, as he advanced to the termination of the course which he pursued. During 
the last year of his life, he was frequently assailed by bilious diseases, which 
were powerful and rapid. The writer of this communication is informed by many 
of his flock, that his recoveries from these attacks, were followed by an increas 
ing energy and spirituality, beyond any thing they had ever witnessed. His 
people had just now erected a new building for the worship of God—many were 
added to the church—the assembly had greatly increased—prospects were truly 
flattering : but, hark! A messenger appears. His march is stopped. And by a 
few weeks’ illness, he is called from the militant to the triumphant church. Yes, 
he has departed. He is, no doubt, with Christ. He has rendered his account unto 
God. 

On the 28th of July 1820, having previously committed to the compassion of 
God, by an act of solemn prayer, the people of his charge—an afflicted family— 
the kingdom of Christ on earth—and a world involved in ruin, he departed, witha 
hope fall of immortality, the toils and the honours of this probationary state of 
existence. 

To lament his loss, he has left in general, all the friends of Zion who knew bin, 
and in particular, an afflicted widow—three tender dauchters—and an only son. 
Connected with the loss sustained by his son, there is one peculiarly afflicting 
circumstance. He had been absent two years, pursuing at the Institution in Phi- 
lade!phia, studies connected with the labours of the ministry. The only remain- 
ing earthly desire of the aged parent, was to see his som before his death. Intel- 
ligence to him was immediately conveyed. But, alas! six hours before his arri- 
val, the vital current had ceased to flow. But even this afflicting consideration 
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3s counterbalanced by the hope, that his happy spirit was introduced into the 
everlasting presence of God, under the cheerful expectation that, at no distant pe- 
riod, he shall there meet his absent son, to be separated no more for ever. 


—=3 ¢ a 


RICHARD RILEY, ESQUIRE. 


Ricuanp Riiey was born at Marcus Hook, Dec. 14, 1735, (old style), Inearly 
life he was remarkably steady and upright, and enjoyed, in a high degree, the es- 
teem and confidence of his fellow-citizens. In the year 1766 he was appointed a 
justice of the peace, and in that capacity continued to act, under the provincial 
government, until the commencement of hostilities between Great Britain and het 
colonies. In 1789, he was elected a member of the State legislature, and contin- 
ued two years in that situation, after which he was appointed an associate judge 
for Delaware county 

He became experimentally acquainted with religion in the year 1770, or 1771, 
was baptized 1772, and became a member of the First Baptist Church in Phila- 
delphia. In 1788, he left that church in order to become one of the constituting 
members of the church at Marcus Hook. As a believer in Christ, he was uniform- 
ly correct in his conduct and conversation He was grave, but not severe—zeal- 
ous, but not enthusiastic—affable, but not trifling. As a deacon in the church, he 
“ purchased to himself a good degree, and great boldness in the faith.” 

During his last illness, which was very tedious, he manifested great composure 
of mind, and an entire resignation to the willof his heavenly Father. At times, he 
would express a desire to quit this vale of tears; but instantly checking himself, 
he would say, “ All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change 
come.” Not my will, but thine, O God, bedone.” His fortitude was unshaken, 
and his faith strong. He was pleased with the visits of his friends, and often as- . 
sured them, that he did not fear the approach of death; adding, “For I know 
whom 1 have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which { have 
committed to his hands, against that day.” He also frequently repeated the 25th 
and 26th verses of the 75d Psalm, ** Whom have I in heaven but thee; and there 
is none upon earth, that I desire besides thee. My heart and my flesh faileth ; 
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion forever,” and many other 
passages. The hymns which he requested his triends to sing are the 128th, 223d, 
and 289th of Rippon’s Selection. 

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,” &e. 
“ A debtor to merey ajone,”” &e. 
* Unclean, unclean, and full of sin,’ &e. 

He finished his course on Lord’s day morning, 27th August, 1820, and entered 
into the joy of his Lord. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord trom isence- 
forth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works 
do follow them.” 


——~a + Ge 


CAPTAIN JOSEPH R. CONNELL, 


Tar subject of this memoir, was the son of Wm. and Sarah Connell. He was a 
native of Philadelphia. A short time after his birth, his parents removed to \!ar- 
cus Hook, where he continued to reside until the age of nineteen. At this peri- 
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od, making choice of a sea-faring Jife, by his assiduous application to his profes. 
sion, he shortly rose to the command of a vessel. In the year 1807 he married 
Ann, the daughter of Stephen Beasley, esq. and by her had one daughter. Jp 
September, 1812, when on his last voyage, his ship was upset in a hurricane, and 
three of the crew were lost. The remaining eight, with himself, were lashed to 
the bowsprit for nine days. This long and painful exposure to the salt water, jp- 
jured his health, and compelled him to decline the sea, while, at the same time, it 
in all probability laid the foundation of the disease which occasioned his death, 
In the spring of 1815 his wife died At the close of the following year he re 
moved to the westward, and shortly after married Hannah Matilda, daughter of 
Wm. Pennock, esq. By her he had three children; a son and daughter are now 
living. His daughter by the first wife survived her mother between three and 
four years. 

He was the son of a pious mother, and the subject of many prayers. His con. 
victions for sin were frequent. Though no stranger to the necessity of vital god. 
liness, he endeavoured to satisfy his mind with its form without its power. Hig 
respect for the worship of God, and.for those who love the Redeemer, was con. 

stant and lively; but he possessed no evidence of an interest in the grace of the 

gospel. His tedious and severe afflictions he endured without a murmur : but 
it was at the time when his tabernacle was dissolving that his soul was prepared 
for heavenly mansions, He then received the spirit of supplication, and was 
much engaged in prayer to God to forgive the sins of his past life, which lay like 
a great stone or weight on his mind. The voice of his cry was heard. His soul 
received the joyous assurance that his sins were all forgiven, and that the Saviour 
would admit him to his everlasting kingdom. Love to the Lord Jesus, whom he 
styled his “dear and precious Jesus,” seemed to predominate over all beside. 
He spoke of himself as a brand plucked from the burning, a miracle of mercy, 
and of the path in which he had been treading. He dwelt much on the charac- 
ter of Christ, and charged a kind neighbour, who had been sent for, for the pur 
pose, that he must receive hit as God, or he cou:d not be saved. Asked by his 
wife, if he did not love Christ above all other objects—he burst into tears, and 
said with great emotion, “ Oh! would I not be an ungrateful brute not to love 
him, when he has loved me, and given himself for me! what else can I do but 
jove him? Oh, I wish you had not asked me that question! Love him/ I love 
him with all my heart and soul.” 

An aged minister, who had often visited him, calling to see him, as soon as he 
entered the room, he said as loud as he could utter the words—“1 have had an 
evidence of my salvation!” He hac some, but not an anxious wish, for his re- 
covery; not from any fear of death, but that he might bear his testimony for 
Christ before an evil world, and especially among his former acquaintances. He 
would speak of the power employed in his regeneration, and add, “ It would re- 
quire no greater to raise me up, or even to raise the dead.” He often observed, 
that “ all his thoughts, asleep or awake, were of God.” On the Sabbath preceding 
his death, he expressed a wish to see his brother-in-law, Mr. Joseph Walker, of 
Marcus Hook; when told he could not now see him, he said, “ } know what you 
mean; well, 1 will wait until we meet in heaven.” A short period before his dis- 
solution, after a considerable suspension of speech, and some delirium, his com- 
panion asked him, Do you know me? he replied, * O jes, perfectly well; 1 know 
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all, but cannot talk to you.” She asked, if it disturbed him to hear her talk ? 
He replied, “No, it does not.” She said, I see your weakness, and know you 
ought not to exert yourself, even to listen. One thing Isuppose we may conclude, 
that you still love your dear Jesus. He answered, with much emphasis, “ Indeed 
ido!” These were among the last words he uttered, though he lingered on these 
mortal shores many hours afterwards. With such an assurance of soul, who could 
fear to pass into eternity! ‘* Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” 

His summons for the realms of bliss arrived on Monday, the 24th of July, 1820. 
He expired at Morrisville, Greene county, Pennsylvania, at the age of thirty-eight. 
His remains were the day following deposited, at his request, by the side of two 
of his children. 

—_e 


MRS. ARCHISSADELLA GRIFFIN, 


Mrs. Arcurssanetta Grirriy, late wife of the Rev. Mr. Griffin, pastor of the bap- 
tist church in New Market-strect, Phil., was born Sep. 7, 1776, in Shropshire, (E.} 
Her mind was early impressed with a knowledge of her character as a sinner, and 
her need of a Saviour, even such an one as the gospel makes known: The spirit 
of grace and supplication being given, she sought the mercy needed, at the throne 
of grace, in the name of Jesus. While thus engaged upon one occasion, she was 
assailed by distressing apprehensions from the grand adversary of souls, and had 
thoughts of rising from her knees, and running down stairs; but this did not take 
place, and she with greater fervour sought the Lord. ‘“ Save, or I perish,” was 
her cry. Her cry was heard, and glorious deliverance came, so that she could 
say, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, &c.” On the 2d of November 1802, she entered 
the marriage state with Mr. Griffin, and soon after followed‘ her Lord in baptism, 
Her experience was marked by the changes known to all Christians, but not by 
the extremes to which some are liable. She accompanied her husband and family 
across the Atlantic in 1817, and removed to Philadelphia in June, 1819. Her sit- 
uation, connected with a delicate constitution, coniined her to her chamber sev- 


" eral weeks previous to that event, the effects of which terminated in death. Du- 


ring her affliction the grace of God was displayed in a precious manner. 

» Her faith was strong. On Lord’s day, Oct. 15, she asked the nurse to tell her 
honestly thephysician’s opinion ; and being informed there was little ground for 
hope, she answered, “1am willing to live, or die, as God may see fit: I have no 
fears, the foundation stands good.” Being reminded that the great work of sal- 
vation was finished, she said, “ That’s a great mercy; yes, the foundation stands 
good ; and what a mercy! I have been enabled to build upon it.” 

She had clear views of the Gospel, as asystem of grace, and rejoiced in the truth. 
Often, after hearing ministers preach, she related to her husband parts of the ser- 
mons in private, accompanied with ebservations which discovered her discrimina- 
tion. A young ministering brother having preached during her illness, from 
Col. 3. 3., the text, with some of the thoughts given in the sermon, were repeated 
to her; she expressed great satisfaction, when viewing the believer’s union with 
Christ, and security in him, observing, the plan of salvation wanted no alteration, 
and saying that the arms of everlasing love appeared to encircle her all around. 
She enjoyed much comfort ; at a time when her life was in very critical circum- 
stances, she addressed her weeping husband, begging he would not distress him- 
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self, but endeavour to resign her into the hands of God, adding, “I have enjoyeg 
many happy seasons since I have been up stairs, but do not like to talk about my, 
self; but I am willing to live or die. I am satisfied if the Lord removes me, it wil] 
be to a better country.” On one occasion she lifted her hands and eyes, and said, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” God was pleased to bless her with a greg 
measure of patience, and whatever were her trials, she did not complain. The 
16th of October was a day of great trial : she frequently requested friends to pray 
she might be dismissed ; but upon recovering a little, expressed her fears that she 
had been impatient. 

Her love te God’s house was great. She therefore filled her place with pune. 
tuality, and frequently was there, when her bodily affliction would scarcely suffer 
her to sit in quiet. Her love to Christians was strong, and especially to the mem. 
bers of the church with which she was united. She felt desirous to see, and ad. 
dress «ll of them, if her strength would have permitted. To her husband she said, 
“*It was my wish to die a few days ago, but our friends are so kind, I would wish 
to live a little longer to return their kindness. I have long loved them without 
dissimulation, but now it is clear they love me inthe same manner. I knew be. 
fore they loved you; but could not think they loved such an unworthy being as] 
am so much.” When speechless, she would extend her arms, or hand, to embrace 
her friends, or squeeze their hands in token of affection. The humble opinion she 
had of herself frequently deterred her from speaking more freely in company ; yet 
many will long remember the experimental strain of her conversation. 

When she understood her case was extremely dangerous, she desired her daugh. 
ters would come to her, that while ability to speak remained, she might give them 
her last counsel. After this a sister asked if she wished to speak to her husband 
alone ; she;replied, No, that there were no secrets between them, and that he knew 
her experience both before and since marriage—that she could leave her children 
with a tender father, and a gracious God; “but,” said she, “ tell him from me, to 
charge solemnly every member of the church, to look well to their standing, for 
it is a solemn thing to die.” She was greatly favoured of the Lord, not being ha- 
rassed by doubts or temptations of a distressing nature, but united with a sense of 
unworthiness, a strong and settled confidence of the mercy of God through Christ, 
and this she constantly testified, when able to speak. A short time before her dis- 
solution, with difficulty she made her desire to see her husband understood ; upon 
his entering the room, she appeared so low it was thought she would not know 
him, but upon his taking one hand, she raised the other and gave that also. He 
observed, that it was an unspeakable mercy in prospect of death, to have a good 
hope through grace. With considerable effort, she exclaimed, “I have.”? These 
were her last words. After encountering much and painful afflictions, she expi- 
red in the most gradual and easy manner, falling asleep in the arms of her Lord 

a little before 12 on the 2Gth of October, 1820. 


aD) Ges 


MISS ELIZA NEWLIN. 


Miss Eviza NEwLrn was born on the 12th day of December 1792, near Mar- 
cus Hook, Delaware county, Pennsylvania, and departed this life on the 22d of 
July 1820, at gix o’clock P. M. at her residence near that place: 
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We are in possession of no facts materially important, relative to her life, until 

g little more than two years ago; but have been informed that her conduct was 
unexceptionable. An intellect strong, prompt, and inquisitive,—a temper open, 
rous, cheerful, ardent,—a heart replete with tenderness, and alive to every 
social affection, and every benevolent impulse, characterized her. Asa friend, 
her virtues shone with distinguished lustre. She exhibited all the characteristics 
of aregenerated, heaven-born soul. The bible, the sanctuary, the worship, and 
the people of God, were her delight. With her, it was an important point to wor- 
ship God in the assembly of his saints; and very rarely, when her health permit- 
ted, was she absent from the meeting at Marcus Hook. She hailed with sacred 
pleasure, the arrival of the Lord’s day, and repaired with alacrity to the nouse of 
prayer, in which she occupied the greater part of the day, preferring the service 
of God to her necessary food. The intervals between the hours of public wor- 
ship, she usually spent in reading the bible, and in religious conversation. She 
never appeared so happy as when slice was in company with her Christian friends ; 
and often, at the close of the Sabbath, when she separated from them, she repeat- 


ed the well-known verse, 
“ When we asunder part, 


It gives us inward pain ; 
But we shali stiil be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again.” 


She entertained the most humiliating views of herself. The hardness of her heart 
was her constant grief. She was too timid to appropriate to her own use, any of 
the “ exceeding great and precious promises” of God’s word, It is true, she had 
some lucid seasons ; but, in general, her winters were long. She occasionally 
had pleasing evidences of her interest in atoming blood ; but the noxious clouds 
of unbelief often covered her soul. The natural timidity which had marked her 
previous exercises, was visible in her last sickness. Her disease, which was acute, 
together with her great anxiety of mind, prevented her from affording her friends 
the comfort which they had anticipated; but she left behind an incontrovertible 
evidence that she sleeps in Jesus. She sustained her great sufferings with Chris- 
tian fortitude and resignation ; not a murmur or impatient word escaped her. In 
her dying moments, her mind was calm; and without a struggle or a groan she 
left this inhospitable world. “ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord; for 
they rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.” 


a 


POETRY. 


—_ 





Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.—1 Tim, i. 5. 


HIGH in heav’n’s resplendent regions, 
Ere yon sun had learn’d to shine, 
Worshipp’d by cherubic legions, 
Blaz’d the Majesty divine. 
Far the path of Time reviewing, 
Man he saw transgress and fall ; 
Mercy’s plan the Son pursuing, 
Bow’d to Mercy’s gentle call. 
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Down to earth his chariot bending, 
Man’s frail nature he assumes : 
Angels saw the Lord descending, 
And before him flung perfumes. 
Mortals heard his kind direction, 
Mortals saw his wond’rous deeds ; 
Mark’d his undeserved affection, 
While on Golgotha he bleeds. 


From his tomb the victor rises, 
Death and hell his terrors own; 

Man and seraph he surprises, 
Mounting to his native throne. 

Now from his high seat immortal, 
Blessings on vile man are pour’d ; 

Man may pass the pearly portal, 
Jesus be by man ador’d. 

Saviour, take the poor thanksgiving, 
Ransom’d bosoms joyful bring ; 

Let them dying, and when living, 
Ever thy compassion sing. 





Missionary Hymn. 


JESUS ! the banner of thy love, 

Pll bear to darken’d climes afar ; 
And suppliant, look to thee above, 

For strength to wage the Christian war. 
Thy Star to Bethlehem led the sage, 

To pour his offerings at thy feet ;— 
May the same Star the world engage, 

To make thy conquests all complete. 


And where the Niger rolls its wave, 
In that beclouded land appear, 

And with its ght the wanderer save, 
And dry the hapiess captive’s tear, 

And where in western forests, strays 
The savage, with his axe and bobw— 

O! thither send its conquering rays, 
And bring the haughty sinner low. 








The Agent of the Board being obliged to proceed from Philadelphia to the 
southward, leaving his accounts of monies imperfectly made up, several inaccu- 
racies and omissions have been discovered. These, with any others that may yet 


be ascertained, shall be adjusted in the next Annual Report. 
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